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FROM THE 


Regiſter of Reſolutions ob dike High 
Mightineſſes the STAT ES-GENERAL. 2 


of the UNITED NETHERLANDS. « 
N 


Friday, 2 27 Auguſt 1 I 7 23 


ls Highneſs having 2 
ed to che Aſſembly, That 
ever ſince His Acceſſion to 
the Stadtholderſhip of theſe 
ke Countries, he has had no- 
thing more at Heart, than 
| e (under the Bleſſing of Al- 
Mühen God) to aſliſt, in reſtoring to the Re- 
public k, its former flouriſhing Condition; de- 
livered it as his Opinion, That the moſt 
effectual Means hereto, was to put Trade, which 
is one of the principal 28 thereof, upon 
a better Footing. 

That,. as nothing had given his Highneſs 
more Anxiety, on the one hand, than to hear 
the daily Complaints of a Decay of Trade 1n 
theſe Countries, and the. conſiderable Progreſs 
and Advance which others make therein; fo, 

A 2 on 


turn'd, in his Inquiries after the moſt {kilful 


and experienced Merchants; who might pro- 


ly inform him, as well, in what Condition, 

rade is at preſent, as ſuggeſt to him the beſt 
Means, for re-eſtabliſhing the ſame. 

That he had happily ſucceeded in this At- 


tempt, and thoſe Gentlemen had, with great 


Aſſiduity, applied themſelves to the Manage- 
ment of this momentous Truſt: But that the 


Difficulties ariſing from a due Diſcharge of ſo 


arduous and extenſive a Province, had pre- 
vented its being ſo ſoon executed as che Im- 
ortance of the Affair requir c. 
That his Highneſs now had the Satisfa8tion; 
to deliver to their High Mightineſſes, the an- 


 nexed Diſſertation, on the Trade of the Re- 


publick of the United Netherlands, which had 
been previouſly put into his Hands ; wherein he 
found ſuch Reflections and Ideas, as well on the 
preſent Situation of the Trade of this State, as 
on the Means that ought eſpecially to be made 


uſe of to redreſs the fame, that his Highneſs 


thought proper to preſent it to their High 
Mightineſles. 


That his Highneſs, in the faid Diſſertation, 7 


had met with a Propoſal for a Free Port, in re- 
gard to ſuch Goods and Merchandizes, as are 
the Squrce of x rade i in general; and alſo for a 


conſiderable | 


. be aged nothin 3 
contribute ſomething, that might tend to re- 
trieve the Commerce of the Republick. 
That his Highneſs had already, to that End, 
fr s conſiderable Time paſt, left no Stone un- 
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confiderable: Dimination:of the Datles an ß 


Branch of Commerce, which his Highneſs con- 
ſidered, as the only Means to revive Trade in 
theſe Countries, — * the Merchants in a 
Condition to deal with others, at leaſt, on an 
cqual-Footings, ande te ſame! into theſe, 


That the ſame apprating to, * Highneſs, to 
be no leſs deſirable and advantageous for the 


Parts. 


Trade of the Republick; than uſeful and ne- 


ceflary for the Support of the State; and having 
found the ſaid Plan or Diſſertation ſo well cal 
culated and adapted to the preſent Criſis of 
Affairs, he could no longer defer the recom- 
mending it to their joint Deliberations, in the 


moſt preſſing and . Terms; and at the 


ſame Time earneſtly defire them with a Spirit 


of Unanimity, and all poſſible Diſpatch, to 


give ſuch a due Attention to, and draw ſuch 
— Reflections from the Whole, as the 
Importance of the Subject, and a Neceſſity for 
redreſſing and amending ſo general a Decay of 
Trade, calls for and requires. 


That in Confidence af the Confederate States 'I 


being fully perſuaded of the fame, his Highneſs 
doubts not. but they will ſpeedily conform 


| thereto; and, by — aſide, all ſiniſter and 


private Views, from a ſole Regard to the pub- 


lick Intereſt, take ſuch wholſome Reſolutions, 


as may give his Highneſs the defired Proofs, that 
his Zeal and Application herein, tending to the” 
Good of the whole-Community, has not been — 
diſagreeable to their High Mightineſſes. 15 

| at 


ſome ſpeedy 


2 
wiſhing theſe Deliberations 


That his Hi 
may be brought * a — y Iſſue, from con- 
ſidering this Affair to be fuch weighty Con- 


ſequence, that the Safety and Well-being of 
the State, under God, depends on the Preſer- 
vation and Recovery of Trade, has the greateſt 
Reaſon to expect and hope, 
his Requeſt, not only all Prejudices- -ſhould be 
removed, and all Incenveniences and Diffi- 
culties ſtill ſubſiſting, ſet aſide; but alſo, that 
Reſolution ſhould be entered into, 

for the Good of the Republick, in order to put 
in Execution the new concerted Meaſures, in 
| the Commencement of the ſucceeding Year. \ 

oon which, having deliberated, their High 


Mightineſſes return his Highneſs their fincere and 
icular At- 


Hearty Thanks, for his Care and 
tention, to the Welfare of this State, and the' 


trading Inhabitants thereof; and his unwearied: 


Zeal and Application, in tracing the Cauſes of 
the Decay, and propoſing the Means of a Re- 
dreſs, and recovering thę Trade thereof. 


And further, it is ordered, that Copies of 


the above-mentioned Propoſal, and of the Diſ- 
ſertation thereto annexed, be ſent to the re- 
ſpective Colleges of the Admiralty 
ſignified to them in Writing, at the ſame Time, 
That under the Direction of bis Highneſs, 
as Admiral-General of theſe Countries, they 
do narrowly examine the faid Diſſertation, and 
maturely weigh the Articles therein propoſed, 
for a Redreſs and Amendment of Trade, care- 
fully collating * Article; in order to frame 
from 


* 


chat, agreeably to 


and it be 


171 
from thence, ſuch Drafts of Placarts, Rules 
and Liſts, as they ſhall judge will be moſt con- 
ducive to the aforeſaid ſalutary Deſign of his 
Highneſs ; and, in an after Conference, with 
the Deputies of their High Mightinefles, ac- 
quaint them with the Reſult of their Conſulta- 
tions; that on Report being made thereof, 
their High Mightineſſes may make ſuch Orders 
relating thereto, as ſhall be found molt for the 
Service of the Country, and the Benefit of the 
trading Inhabitants of the ſame, _ 

That, previous to the Reſult of the faid 
Conſultations ſo expected, the ſaid Propoſal 
of his Highneſs, and the Diſſertation thereto 
annexed, ſhall be printed; and ſome Copies 
thereof ſent to the States of the reſpective Pro- 
vinces ; earneſtly recommending ſuch Attention 


to be given, and ſuch Reflexions to be made 


by them on the ſame, as the Importance of the 


| Subject, and the Neceſſity of the ſaid Amend- 


ment, and Redreſs of Trade, brought to fo low 
an Ebb, require ; to the end, that when the 
Deliberations thereon, are brought to Maturity, 


a ſpeedy Reſolution may be taken on the ſame, 


with that mutual Harmony and Condeſcention, 
as ſhall evidence them to be diveſted of all 
Prejudices and partial Prepoſſeſſions ariſing from 
perſonal Concerns and Self-intereſted Views. 


f 


Here 


Here, let the Diſſertation on Trade, dhe 
Liſts A, , C, and the Draught of an Od. 
nance be inſerted. N 


Agrees with the Regie abe 


The faid Propoſal was likewiſe ade the 
fame Day, by his Highneſs, in the Aſſembly of 
_ their High Mightineſſes, the States of Holland 
and Weſt Friezland; and a like Refolution 


taken W | | 
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DISSERTATION on te TaabR 
of the Republick of the UNITE 
NzETHERLANDS. 


HF Highneſs having nothing more at Heart, 
than the Preſervation and Welfare of the 
Trade of this Republick, hath thought proper to 
order, that ſome eminent and experienced Mer- 
chants ſhould be conſulted. on this Affair; in 
order to enable His Highneſs, as far as in him 

lay, to contribute towards this Fountain of the 


| Proſperity and Riches of the United Netherlands, 


whoſe Conſiderations and Advice ſhould chiefly 
turn on the following Queſtions. 


1. What is the actual State of the Trade? 


and if the fame ſhould be found to be dimi- 


niſhed and fallen to decay; then, 5 


2. To inquire by what Methods the ſame 


may be ſupported and advanced; or, if poſſible, 
be reſtored to it's former Luſtre, Repute and 


Dignity ? 5 
In Obedience to theſe reſpectable Orders of 
His * ſome Merchants have been ac» 
cordingly conſulted ; and tho' in ſome particular 
Inſtances, they have not been of the ſame Joint 
Opinion, and have ſometimes diſagreed in their 
reſpective Difinitions, yet an entire Concurrence 
has been found in the general, as to their Sen» 


timents and Argumentations upon the firſt 


Queſtion. 
„ B 1. What 


C 1% 


1. What is the State of our Trade? 

That for the Term of twenty-five Years and 
. the ſame is remarkably diminiſhed, 
and in many Branches loſt. As to the ſecond 
Queſtion, 

2. By what Methods the ſame may be p- 

Ported and promoted: 

That the ſame, in the preſent Circumſtances, 
could only be effected with any tolerable Hopes 
pl Sucrefs, by a Diminution of the Duties on 
I. - Goods imported and exported, particularly the 
latter, and the Impoſt on them; which renders 
the cranfporting of foreign Goods and Mer- 
jt chandize through this Country difficult and ex- 
1 penſiye; whereby ſuch Merchandizes 50 

| conveyed” through another / Channel, - 


q e en put our N eighbouts in a Con- 
dition to underſell our Merchants at foreign 
| Markets. * 


6 It is acknowledged, that the bare Allegation 
| of the Merchants conſiſting in this, 7. bat the 
Trade” of the Republicꝶ is diminiſhed, is no 
ſufficient Proof of the Argument, tho' back'd 
; with an Appea 1] to their own Experience. 
; But when we examine this Affair to the 
Bottom, and attentively reflect on all the Cir- 
cumſtances, which in former Times had, and 
ſtill have relation to Trade; and endeavouf. 
more particularly, to diſcover the Means, where: 
by the Trade and Commerce of the Republick 
Was then eſtabliſhed, and afterwards became 
Agtrifi ing; as allo, how rezaarkably the whole 


Syſtan of Trade in Europe has been ſince al- 
„ 4 | tered ; 
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_ theſe three Points, | 
I. To Natural and Phyſical | 
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tered; we are well aſſured, that this Repre- 
ſentation, will not only add à great Weight to 


the ſaid Allegation of the Merchants, but wi 


be judged equivalent to an ample Demonſtration; 


In order, therefore, methodically to diſcuſs 
the State of the firſt Queſtion, we ſhall begin 
with inquiring into, and pointing out the Cauſes, 
whereby Trade was ſettled and eſtabliſhed in 


the Republick. _ 1 | | 
Which, it is thought, may be reduced to 


i, T0.” rs deute 
III. To Adventitious and Externa 
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I. The natural and phyſical Cauſes, are the 


advantageous Situation of the Country, on the | 


Sea, and at the Mouth of conſiderable Rivers. 
Its Situation between the Northern and 


Southern Parts, which, being in a Manner the 
Center of all Europe, made the Republick be- 


come the general Market, where the Merchants,” 


on both Sides, uſed to bring their ſuperfluous 


Commodities, in order to barter and exchange 
the ſafne for other Goods they wanted. 
Nor have the Barrenneſs of the Country, and 


the Neceſſities of the Natives, ariſing from that 


Cauſe, leis eontributed, to ſet them upon exert- 


ing all their Application, Induſtry, and utmoſt 


Stretch of Genius, to fetch from foreign 


Countries what they ſtand in need of in their 
own, and to ſupport themſelves by Trade. 


B 2 4 The 
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The abundance of Fiſh in the nei Nn 
Seas, put them in a Condition, not only to 
ſupply their own Occaſions, but with the Over- 


plus, to carry on a Trade with Foreigners; and 
out of the Produce of the Fiſhery, to find an 


Equivalent for what they ſo wanted, through 
the Sterility and narrow Boundaries and Extent 
of their own Country. - 


II. Amongſt the moral and political Cauſes, 
are to be placed: The unalterable Maxim and 
fundamental Law, relating to the free Exerciſe 
of different Religions; always to conſider 
this Toleration and Connivance, as the moſt 


effectual Means to draw Foreigners from ad- 


jacent Countries to ſettle and reſide here, and ſo 


become inſtrumental to the peo pling of theſc 
Provinces, 


The conſtant Pllicy of the Republick, to 
make this Country a rare ſafe, and ſecure 


Aſylum, for all perſecuted and oppreſſed Stran- 

; no Alliance, no Treaty, no Regard for, 
or Sollicitation from any Potentate whatever has 
at any Time been able to weaken or deſtroy; 


or make the State recede from protectin g thoſe 


who have fled to it for their own Security and 
Self-Preſervation. 

Throughout the whole Courſe of all the 
Perſecutions and Oppreſſions, that have oc- 
curr d in other Countries, the ſteady Adherence 


of the Republick to this fundamental Law, has 


been the Cauſe, that many People have not 


only fled hither for Refuge, with their whole 
Stock 
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cock in ready Caſh, and their moſt valuable 
ffects, but have alſo ſettled and eſtabliſhed 
many Trades, Fabricks, Manufactures, Arts 
and Sciences in this Country ; notwithſtanding 


the firſt Materials for the ſaid Fabricks and 


Manufactures were almoſt wholly wanting in 


* 


it, and not to be procured but at a great Ex- 


pence from foreign Parts. ws 

The Conſtitution of our Form of Government, 
and the Liberty from thence accruing to the 
Citizens, are further Reaſons, to which the 


Growth of Trade, and its Eſtabliſhment in the 


Republick, may fairly be attributed : And all 
her Policy and Laws are put on ſuch an equi- 
table Footing, that neither Lifez Eſtates, or 


Dignities depend on the Caprice, or arbitrary 
Power of any fingle Individual; nor is there 


room for any Perſon, who by Care, Frugality, 
and Diligence, has once acquired an affluent 
Fortune, or Eſtate, to fear a Deprivation of 
them, by any Act of Violence, Oppreſſion, or 
Injuſtice. | . 

The Adminiſtration of Juſtice in this Country, 
has in like Manner always been clear and im- 
partial, and without Piſtinction of ſuperior or 
inferior Rank; whether the Parties have been 
rich or poor, or even this a Foreigner, and that 
a Native: And it were greatly to be wiſhed, 
we could at th Day boaſt of ſuch impartial 
Quickneſs and Diſpatch in all our legal Pro- 
ceſſes, conſidering how great an Influence it 
hath on Trade. 55 
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To ſum up all, amongſt the moral and po- 


ltical Cauſes of the former flouriſhing State of 
Trade, may be likewiſe placed : The Wiſdom 


and Prudence of the Adminiſtration; the in- 
trepid Firmneſs of the Councils; the Faithful- 
neſs with whieh Treaties and Engagements were 
wont to be fulfilled and ratified; and particu- 
larly the Care and Caution practiſed to pre- 


ſerve Tranquilty and Peace, and to decline, in- 


ſtead of entering on a Scene of War, merely to 

gratify the ambitious Views of gaining fruitleſs 

or imaginary Conqueſts. | 
By theſe moral and political Maxims, was 


the Glory and Reputation of the Republick ſo 


fir ſpread ; and Foreigners animated to place ſo 
great a Confidence on the ſteady Determina- 
tions of a State fo wiſely and fo prudently con- 


ducted; that a Concourſe of them ſtock'd this 


Country with an Angmentation of Inhabitants, 
and uſeful Hands; whereby its Trade and Opu- 
lenee were conſtantly from Time to Time in- 
creaſed. 1 88 N 
Amongſt the adventitious and external Cauſes 


of the Riſe and flouriſhing State of our Trade, 


may be reckoned : 

That at the Time, when the beſt and wiſeſt 
Maxims were adopted in the Republick, to be 
the Means of making Trade to flourith, they 
were neglected in almoſt all other Countries ; 


and any one, on reading the Hiſtory of thoſe 


Times, may eafily diſcover, that the Perſecutions 
on account of Religion, throughout Spain, Bra- 
bant, Flanders, and many other States and King- 

3 doms, 
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e 
have given Riſe to the Eſtabliſhment, of Trade 
To this. happy Event, and the, Settling er 
Manufactures in our Country the long Cone 


 tinuanice of che Civil Wars in France; which 


were afterwards carried on in Germany and 
England, and divers other Parts; have.allo very 
much contributed. + 1 (ola 

It muſt be added, in the laſt, Place, that, 
during our moſt burthenſame and heavy. Wars 
with Spain and Portugal (however ruinous that 
Period was for Commerce otherways) theſe 
Powers had both neglected their Navy; whilſt 
the Republick, by à Conduct, directly the re- 
yerſe, was at the ſame Time formidable, and 
in a Capacity, not only to protect the Trade of - 
their own Subjects, but to annoy and cruſh that 
Having recited the principal Cauſes of the 
Riſe, and flouriſhing State of the Republick; 
it will be proper, antecedent to the treating of 
the firſt Queſtion : What the actual State of 
Commerce is? To examine. which of theſe 
Cauſes, relating .to_the Settlement of Trade in 


the Republick,, do, {till ſubſiſt, and which do 


not, in order to draw a_Conchution on the 
Queſtion propoſed : By what Means, under the 
preſent | Circumſtances, the Trade, in all its 
Branches, may be promoted? 1 


I. As to the natural and phyſical, Cauſes, 
which chiefly conſiſt in the happy Situation of 
our Country, no detrunental Change or Revo- 
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ſed to have hav 


other, but theſe, can be ſuppoſed to have oc- 
curred, viz. That the Entrance of our Rivers 
being choaked up, renders the failing in and 
out of Veſſels more difficult and hazardous; 

and that the Seas, which we alone formerly 
navigated and fiſhed i in, are ſtill in the - a 
Situation : But we have at preſent onl 

in the Fiſheries, from whence the BT of 


our Herring, Cod, and Whale Fiſheries, muſt 


neceſſarily proceed. 
But as, in this Diſſertation, our Deſign is 


confine ourſelves to Trade only, we ſhall hop 
the Fiſhery, with this ſhort Digreſſion, and 
only mention, in regard 


II. To the moral Cauſes of the Riſe and 
flouriſhing State of our Trade, that they are 
ſtill ſubſiſting in an equal Force and Vigour 
But as to | 


III. The adventitious and external Cauſes of 
the former Proſperity of our Trade, we muſt, 
with a very ſenſible Concern, acknowledge, that 
they have, from Time to Time, undergone 
very remarkable and detrimental Changes and 
Revolutions, partly owing to the Perſecutions 
of the Times, the Remiflneſs and Neglect, and 
partly, to the deſpicable Opinions, that People in 


foreign Countries then had, both of Trade and 


Merchants; which Pre; udices have not only 
been corrected and abated fince, but the Policy 
| ol 
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of the Republick, in promoting Trade, ſubſti- 
tuted and adopted: And it has ever fince become 
the ſtanding Rule, with all foreign Princes and 
States ; to begin, with endeavouring to cauſe 
Trade to be ſettled and flouriſh in their Coun- 
tries, to encourage Manufactures, and to ani- 
mate their Subjects to apply themſelves to the 
Fiſheries ; by all which Methods, the Proſperity 
of our Trade and Commerce muſt have been 
affected. 33 Ns 
The Engliſh were the firſt, in whom we 
raiſed an Emulation: And it is now a full Cen- 
tury from the Tim of their beginning to make 
new Laws and Regulations, tending to the 
drawing off the Trade of the Republick to 
themſelves ; in Oppoſition to a contrary Policy, 
practiſed not half a Century before, in ſuffering 
the Wool to be exported raw into this Country, 
but ſince prohibited under the ſevereſt Penalties. 
We might here add the latter Examples of 


_ almoſt all other Countries, whoſe general Views, 


with regard to Trade and Commerce, and all 
the Dependences thereof, have tended to the 
very ſame Practice. 85 = 
And if the Queſtion, Whether the Trade of 
the Republick is deminiſhed or not? muſt re- 
main undecided, for want of ſufficient Proof; 
it is, however, certainly notorious, that all theſe 
Circumſtances ; ſuch as, the adopting of our po- 
litical Maxims in 'Trade by 1 Powers, 
and the Pains they all take, to draw the ſame 
to themſelves, ought to ſtir us up likewiſe, on 
our Parts, to put in Execution, all fuitable 
ä Methods 
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Methods for that Purpoſe ; unleſs we have 2 
mind to ſee the Trade of the Republick entirely 
fink and run to Ruin. | ag 

_ Having thus briefly pointed out, what were 
the Cauſes and the Means of eſtabliſhing the 
Trade in this Republick ; of promoting and 
raiſing it heretofore to ſo high a Pitch of 
Grandeur; and having alſo ſhewn which of 
theſe Cauſes have ſince ceaſed, and brought about 
the Diminution and falling off of our Trade ; 

. we ſhall, in- order to come nearer the Point, 
roceed to examine its preſent State : And the 
Concluſion that may be drawn from thence, is 
that the promoting the ſame, can only be ef- 
fected by a lowering of the Duties, on a well- 
concerted Plan, . ſupported by Reaſon and Exe 

i perience. 3 
. In order to come at the Extent of the preſent 
State of our Commerce, with ſome degree of 
CTertainty, we ought, principally, to examine 
bt each Branch in particular, as it now ſtands, and 
ws compare it with the Condition, in which the 
10 ſame Branch has continued from the Time of 
Ii its greateſt Proſperity, to its preſent Diminution 
and Decay. Ae 
1 - A great Inſight into theſe Matters might be 
1 had, from the Regiſters of the Admiralties, in 
| caſe proper Entries had been made, of what Goods 
i were entred, and what Part thereof was again ex- 
Ported, from and to all Vlaces, and of all Species. | 
By ſuch Regiſters, might be diſcovered, the | 
Decreaſgvi Trade in the general, and of each 
Branch in particular: And theſe would ſhew 
| | Its 


l 
0 
0 


1 hy * 
— - 

— 

7 r 

5 " N 
„ 

= 
2 
hy I - 
. 
. : i N . 


its falling off, as well in its Beginning as in its 
Progreſs ; but for want of ſuch direct Proof, 


which our Neighbours have, and we have not, 
we are obliged to make uſe of indirect ones. 
As theſe are numerous, we ſhall, for the ſake of 
brevity, be ſatisfied with producing a few ; tho' 
the Conceſſion made by 
Admiralty, by their Letters to their High 
Mightineſſes, of the iſt of June, 1745, ought 
to determine the Queſtion, without any further 
Conteſt in favour of the Merchants Complaints ; 
fince their Noble Mightineſſes themſelves ad- 
mit, that they. have, for ſeveral. Years paſt, 
perceived a Diminution in the Trade and Com- 
merce of this Country, and have ſpoke of it, as 
a Thing generally known: Herein alſo, do all 


Merchants and Brokers, and even every-Perſon, 


whoſe Dependance is on Trade, agree. 
This Decay is viſible in the chief Trading 
Cities of the Republick, from the conſiderable 


Number of Shops, that are empty and untenant- 


ed: To be convinced hereof, we need but a 


peal to thoſe who knew Amſterdam five and 


twenty Years ago; and the Decreaſe and Scarcity 
of Sea-faring People, is another indiſputable 
Teſtimony of the ſame. 


- 


Our Merchants ſet forth in their Complaints, 


that they formerly furniſhed the Northern and 
Eaſtern Parts with the Products of France, 
Sharm, Portugal, and Ttaly, and theſe laſt again 


with thoſe of the former; but that now they 


paſs by this Country, in order to fave our Duties 
on Imports and Exports, together with other 
Charges, Gl - "5208 


* 


e ſeveral Colleges of 


1 

It is but a few Years ſince, that the City of 
Amſterdam was the Magazine or Storehouſe, 

amongſt other Goods, of Indico. and other 

Materials uſed in dying; but, at preſent, ſcarce 

any Traces of the ſame are to be found. 
Germany has begun, for ſome Years, to or- 

der the Goods directly from France, Spain, 


Portugal, and Italy, and receive them by the 


Way ef Alena and Hamburgb. 


Hy the laſt Regiſter of the Exports of Sugar, 


Coffee, and Indico from Bourdeaux, from the 
_ Iſt of June, 1750, to the laſt of May, 1751, 
and on comparing the ſame Commodities from 
Nantz to Amſterdam, Rotterdam, and Ham- 


bur gb, from the 1ſt bf October, 1750, to the 


1ſt of Angu/t, 1751 ; it appears, that no more 
than one Fourth Part thereof was ſhipt for this 
Country, and three Fourths for Hamburgh ; a 


Diſproportion, which but a little while before 


was exactly the Reverſe. | | 
Where does one now ſee the Hemp, Flax, 


and other Eaſtern Commodities ſhipt off from 


hence to Sparn, Portugal, and France, as for- 
merly ? One need only conſult the Sound Liſt, 


to ſee that all theſe Nations carry them directly 


forward, and beſide this Country. 


There are no Dutch Houſes any longer now 


in Spain; and the ſmall Share the Republick 


has at preſent in the Galleons, is a Matter of 
Surprize ; and no leſs fo, is the prodigious - 


Decreaſe of the Dutch Trade to the Levant. 

The great Number of Callico-Printers, Sugar- 
Houſes, and other Fabricks, that within a few 
| | | Years 
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Years have been erected and ſet up in Ham- 
burgh, and Bremen, and not long fince, in Bra- 


bant, and Flanders, are likewiſe all Proofs f 


our decaying IT rade: And to what can this 
Decline be attributed, but to the exhorbitant 
and heavy Duties. 

Notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid of che 
Decreaſe of our Commerce, there are ſtill thoſe 
who inſiſt; That our Trade is on the ſame Footi 
NGW-AS heretofore ; And the Grounds, on whic 
they build this Opinion, are 

1. That the Impoſt on Goods imported and 
exported, the Weigh-Money, and Duties on 
Shipping, and on the Conſumption, &c. are 
not diminiſhed. 

2. That the Complaints of the Merchants 
prove nothing, ſine the Profits on Trade are 
ſtill much the ſame, but divided amongſt a 


greater Number of Perſons. 


3- That the preſent grand Way of Living, 
leads the Merchants into greater Expences than 
our Forefathers, and gives Reaſon for theſe | 
— 

However, without entering minutely into all 
that is here advanced, or ſhifting it off by ſay- 
ing, that none of theſe Allegations are proved ; 


we ſhall content ourſelves with replying to the 
Subſtance of them: And as to the firſ Alle- 


gation of thoſe, who argue as above, from the 
ſeveral Impoſts on Goods imported and ex- 
ported; and pretend to evince, that becauſe 
theſe are not diminiſhed, the Commerce of 
the Republick 1s therefore not decreaſed ; we 

- Cannot 
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cannot but remark, that they muſt have very 
imperfect Ideas of Trade itſelf, or they would 
have entirely waved ſpeaking of the Duties on 
the Imports, as having nothing to do in the 
Caſe. For that the Duties on Imports are no 


Proofs of a flouriſhing Trade, will appear from 


conſidering ; -»» 8 
What Cauſes are frequently introductive of an 
Increaſe of the Duties on Goods imported? 
What does the preſent elegant Way of 
Living produce, but the bringing in. more high- 


rated foreign Commodities, and conſequently an 


Increaſe of the Duties on Importation ? 

What other Cauſes were to be aflign'd for 
the Increaſe of the Revenues of the State, after 
the fatal Winter in 1740? but that in propor- 
tion, as the Produce in this Country of moſt 
of the Neceſſaries of Life was almoſt entirely 


ruir'd by the hard Froſt; that Want was to be 
remedied no other Way, than by Importations 


from Abroad, to ſupply our own Conſum 
tions ? Yet the Republick would be ſcarce able 
to ſuſtain many ſuch flouriſhing Years. 

Laſtly, what, beſides the calamitous Sickneſs 
amongſt the Cattle, has increas'd the Revenues 
of the Country, on the Importation of foreign 
Butter, Cheeſe, and Cattle? But whoever ſhould 
impute this to an . increaſing Trade, would 
groſſly deceive himſelf. » 

And who ſees not, that if the Trade of the 
Republick once came to conſiſt only in the Im- 
portation of foreign Goods; inſtead of being ad- 


vaoantageous, how deſtructive it would be, andmore 


and 


a hundred Years 


E. - 
and more conſume the Subſtance of the State. 
Thus by not examining the Affair to the Bot- 
tom, one might imagine, we had a flouriſhing 
Trade; whilſt we were, at the ſame Time, 
running on to Ruin. We apprehend therefore, 
as a Refutation of the firſt Argument, That 
cur Trade is not diminiſhed, becauſe the Duties 
on Goods imported are not decreas'd, that it can- 
not be apply'd here with any Propriety, as it is 
nothing to the purpoſe, and rather proves Trade 
to be in a ruinous than in an advantageous 
Situation. And one need only read the Act of 
Navigation in England, and their Policy by 
Means of the Drawbacks, to find, that for above 
paſt, they have conſidered the 
Exportation and Sale of Goods and Merchan- 
dizes Abroad, as the only profitable and advin- 
tageous Trade of that Kingdom; and, on the 
contrary, left it very doubtful, whether the Im- 
portation of Goods be prejudicial or beneficial, 

But the Conſideration of the ſundry Duties 
on Goods exported, is widely different : And 
we make no Scruple to determine, in regard to 
theſe, that in caſe it can be made appear they 
are not diminiſhed, we will, in conſequence 
thereof, agree, that the Trade of the Republick 
is {till on the fame Footing. But in examining 
theſe-Regiſters of the Duties on Exportation, 
Regard muſt be had to ſuch Years, as were 


ſubje& to Circumſtances ariſing accidentally from 


foreign Cauſes : As for.Example, we mult ex- 


cept the Years of the laſt War, declared by 
England, with Spain, in the Year 1739 ; and 


by 


a} 


by France, with England, in the Year 1743 ; 
for as theſe three Nations could not have any 
direct Dealings with each other at that Time, 

it being prohibited on all Sides, their Trade was 

carried on through this Republick ; which not 
only occaſioned an Increaſe in the Export Duties, 
but alſo ſuch a diffuſive Spread of Commerce, 
as had a happy Influence on every Branch of 


Trade, and produced a general Welfare and 
Advantage to the Provinces : Such Years muſt 


therefore be excepted, as they prove nothing, and 
have no relation to the Queſtion in Debate. 

It may not be amiſs, however, to remark, how 
much the Welfare and Proſperity of the Re- 
publick is advanced; and to what a flouriſhing 


and happy Criſis the Means for the Support of 


her Inhabitants are brought, from an En-. 


couragement given to the tranſporting of foreign 
Goods and Merchandize through theſe Pro- 
vinces, as was the Caſe during thofe Wars. 
And in ſhort, if one would define the Trade, 
which is advantageous to the Republick, ſo far 
as relates to Navigation, he might, with ſtrict 
Jaſtice, affirm, that the ſame conſiſts alone in 
the buying, and afterwards exporting, of im- 
ported foreign Goods and Merchandize. It is 
this Trade, therefore, which muſt be always 
had in view countenanced, facilitated, and pro- 
moted, by all Methods of Relief, Favour, and 
Encouragement. | ” 

For what Advantage occurs to the Republick, 
from a Merchant, who lets his Goods directly 
paſs from one foreign Country to another, with- 
out coming through their Provinces ? | 


What 
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the tranſporting of Goods through 
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What Profit ariſes to this Country, when 


a Merchant ſends the Products of the North an-d , 


Eaſt Seas, directly from thence to French, 
Spaniſh, Portugueſe, and Talian Ports; and 
from thence back again to the ſame Places? 
Hardly any : Nay, none at all, if he embarks. 
them in a foreign Ship, which depends upon a 
Circumſtance merely caſual. - And when one 
further confide:s, that, to carry on ſuch a Trade, 
there is no Neceſſity for his living at Amſterdam, 
or Rotterdam, where the Taxes are heavieſt, or 
even in theſe Provinces ; and that this Trade 
and Navigation, beſide our Country, is pro- 
moted by nothing more than the Duties laid on 
Tranſportation ; it is beyond all Diſpute, that 
this Country, 
which is ſo viſibly diſuſed, is not to be re- 
vived otherwiſe, than by a Lowering and Re- 
duction of the Duties on the ſame. * 
Such Reaſonings might, perhaps, give room” 
for a Suppoſal, that what we hint at, is a ge- 
neral free Paſſage, which would have the de- 
fired Effect, in making Trade to flouriſh ; but 
as ſome further Speculations and freſh Difficul- 
ties may be ſtarted, and ariſe on this Point; at 


leaſt, a narrow Inquiry into its Influence on all 


Branches of Trade, our Fabricks and Manu- 
factures; which, of itſelf alone, would require 
an extenſive Diſſertation; and as ſuch a Digreſ- 
ſion would lead us too far from the Point in 
hand, we ſhall refer the treating hereof, to a 


Place in the Sequel, where it will be more 


ſuitable. 
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It has been further alledged, that ſo far as 


the Produce of the Tax, entitled Laſt-Money, 
is not diminiſhed, - the ſame is an additional 
Proof, that the Trade of the Republick ſtands up- 
on an equal Footing: Vet, not only as the Ex- 
ception already made, touching the Years, of 

the laſt Wars between France; Spain, and 
England, may be applied to this Circumſtance; 
but over and above, as theſe three Nations could 

in thoſe Times navigate with our Ships at leſs 
Riſque and Expence than with their own ; be- 


ſides making uſe of our Ships to tranſport their 
Products, they were even obliged to {ell theirs 


to the Dutch ; whereby it was eaſily perceived, 
that our Shipping increaſed in thoſe Years, at 
leaſt one Third; and has again decreaſed in near 
the ſame Proportion, ſince the Concluſion of the 


Peace. 


The Shipping has undoubtedly a great Con- 
nection with Trade; but in order to form 
per Ideas of the fame, it will be neceſſar y to 
conſider it in all its Branches, in this Repu- 
blick: However, as this is not the proper Place 


to treat of the ſame, we ſhall obſerve thus far 
by the bye, as ſome have endeavoured, from the 


Laft-Money Tax, to ſhew, that the Trade is not 
decreaſed, that a Country may have, or be con- 


cerned in a good deal of Shipping, without 
having any Trade; when it is conſidered, that 


many of the Ships made uſe of for tranfporting 
of Goods and Merchandizes from one foreign 
Place to another, and beſide our Country, are 
not Dutch. 11 


There 
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There is no eine of our Country, where 
more Owners of Smacks, Sloops, Galleots, and 


other ſuch like Veſſels reſide, than in thiat of 


Friezland; without having any Trade: And 
therefore, it is reaſonably to be concluded, that 
this Objection againſt a Decreaſe of Trade in the 
Republick, may be rejected, and eſteemed of 
as little Weight, as the Duties on the Conſump- 
tions, which only affect the Manufactures, 
Fabricks, Sc. and for that Reaſon is here en- 
tirely out of the Queſtion. 

Having thus ſhewn what is the State of + our 
Trade, drawn a Concluſion from thence, that 
the ſame is diminiſhed, and alſo refuted the 
Grounds, on which a contrary Opinion was 
founded, namely, that the Trade continues 
much on the ſame Footing; vn may next pro- 
ceed to 2 the Cauſes of its Decay; as 


one may beſt judge from the Source of the 


whole, what Remedies thould be Ane in 
order to ſtop its Progreſz. ö 
We have already taken Notice of, and placed 
at the Head of all the Cauſes, that have co-ope- 
rated to the Prejudice and Diſcouragement of 
Trade, the oppreſſive Taxes, which have un- 


der divers Denominations, been impoſed 


On 


Trade; ſuch as thoſe ene Convoy and Licent, | 


additional Laſt and Sale Money, ths Premium, 
Duties, Weighing-Money, &c. and it may juſtly 
be ſaid, that it can be only: attributed to — 
Taxes, that the Trade of this Country has been 
diverted out of its Channel, and transferred to 


our Neighbours, and muth daily be ſtill more 


D 2 and 
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and more alienated and ſhut out from us, ung 


eleſs the Progr 


ſee, from theſe Contemplations on the State of our 


Trade, that the ſame can be effected by no 
other Means than a Diminution of all Duties. 

In former Times, this was © reckoned the 
only trading Republick in Europe; and Foreign- 
ers were content to pay the Taxes, as well on 
the Goods they brought thither, as on thoſe 
they came there to buy; without examining, / 


whether they could evade or ſave them, by 
fetching the Goods from the Places where they 
were produced, and carrying others to the Places 


were they were conſumed : In ſhort, they paid 
the Dutch their Taxes with Pleaſure, witko 


ury, the Syſtem of 


any further Inquiry. 

But ſince the laſt Century, 
Trade is altered all over Europe: Foreign Na- 
tions ſeeing the wonderful Effect of our Trade, 


and to what an Eminence the Dutch had roſe, 


only by Means thereof ; they did likewiſe ap- 


ly themſelves to it; and to ſave our Duties, 


ſent their ſuperfluous Products beſide our Coun- 
try, to the Places where they are moſt conſumed; 
and in return for the ſame, furniſhed themſelves, 


| from the firſt hand, with what they wanted. 
Ihe Queſtion then at laſt turns upon this: 
By what Methods, and by what Regulations, 


we may beſt contribute to, facilitate, and advance 
theſe deſired Encouragements and Benefits of 


Trade, which the preſent Circumſtances of 


If | 


Affairs ſeem to require. 


eſs thereof be ſtopt by ſome quick 
and effectual Remedy: Nor is it difficult to 


out. 


[ 29 J 8 
nz If but one Point was herein to be conſider 
k | namely, what are the moſt proper Methods 
to to re-eſtabliſh Trade in general, without having 
ur regard, at the fame Time, to other Concerns ; 


the Remedy would be ſoon found, by only-in- 
"troducing a general Free Port, and. reducing as 
many Taxes as poſſible, whereby this Affair 
n- would be effectually compleated. Rn 
n But there ſeems to be a Condition, ever 
and above, not to be gainſayed or withſtood ; 
g., which is, that the uſual Revenue to the Col- 
Jy leges of the Admiralty, whereof they ftand fo 
ey much in need to defray their Charges, muſt be 
es preſer ved at all Events. And, on the other 
id hand, it is incumbent on us to prevent the low- 
ut ering of the Duties on the Importation of Goods, 

I from becoming any Prejudice to the Products, 
of | Manufactures, and Fabricks of the Country, our 
a- ai and Wet India Colonies, Fiſheries, &c. 

e, Although it is an Opinion deeply rooted, 
ſe, ] that all theſe Matters can never be reconciled, 
p- | and that it is impoſſible to promote Trade in 
s, general, without prejudicing the Intereſts above 
n- ſpecified: Yet we truſt, that upon an impartial 
d; and minute Examination, it will-not be found 
'S, | {© difficult and impracticable a Thing, as is 
uſually imagined, to unite all theſe jarring In- 
Ss: tereſts; nay; we even flatter ourſelves, that when 
is, the Difficulties of finding an equivalent Fund 
ce of Revenues for the Admiralties, preventing the 
of Frauds, and bringing the publick Taxes to be 
of } raiſed on an equal Footing, throughout all the 
|| Provinces, were once ſurmounted ; the Obſtacle 
| | thrown 


TT  ] 
' thrown in the Way by theſe repugnant and 
"claſhing Intereſts, would ſhortly be removed. 
There will certainty fome Circumſtances in- 
tervene, that may give room for a Diſagreement 
in Opinion: But even in fach Caſes, which we 
hope, however, will not occur fo often as is ap- 
prehended; Reaſon dictates, that, in theſe parti- 
cular Inſtances, we ſhould ſet it down as an in- 
variable and ſtanding Rule, of #429 Evzls to chuſe 
the leaff > That the Concerns of the whole Re- 
publick muſt be preferred to thoſe of one Pro- 
vince, as well as thoſe of one Province to thoſe 
of a City: And in ſuch Caſe, but not otherwiſe, 
the ſmall} Damages that any ſingle Province, 
City, Corporation, or private Perſon might ſuſ- 
tain, muſt be overlook'd. | e 
This muſt, however, be underſtood, with 
this Reſtriction, that it is not hereby intended 
to fet up a new Republick, or to make any 
Alteration in the interior Conſtitution of our 
Country; far from it, for it is certainly beſt, 
and moſt advantageous for the Country, that 
the Reformations in Trade ſhould be made, as 
far as poſlible, according to the actual Situation 
and State of its Affairs; nor could any thing be 
conceived more dangerous, than to attempt 
Innovations of this Nature. | 
From what has been premiſed on the Sub- 
jet of our general Trade, we take it for granted, 
that we may lay it down as an indiſputable 
Truth, that the Duties and Impoſts muſt be 
lowered and abated. | 


* 


From 
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From whence the tyro lowing Queſtions 
will naturally ariſe. 

1. What Goods ought principally to have 
the Benefit of ſuch a Dimmution; and - what 
Rules, in-relation thereto, will be proper to- be 
obſerved. 

2. Wherein it muſt conſiſt, and in what 
proportion it muſt be ſettled. 

As to the firſt Queſtion, on what Goods, 
the Lowering and Abatement of publick Duties 


| ſhould principally fall; it has been obſerved, 


that principally, all foreign Goods, which are 
not only brought and ee in our Country, 
but alſo taken off our Hands by Foreigners, 
ſhould enjoy this Benefit: For, to put our 
Merchants in a Condition, to trade on an equal 
Footing with their Neighbours, at foreign Mar- 
kets; the carrying of Goods through, and teaffick- 
ing in this Country, ſhould be Tk as cheap 
and caſy, as can poſſibly be contrived. ; 
Of theſe Goods, a Preference ſhould be”: 
given to all the prime Materials, that are ſer- 
viceable in our Fabricks, Manufactures: Handi- 
crafts, &c. as alſo the Ingredients neceflary in 


Iche aid Handicrafts, Manufactures, and Fa- 


bricks, By ſuch Meaſures, our F abricks, Ma- 
nufactures and Handicrafts, would be encou- 
raged: on the ſame Footing as our general Trade, 
and no Cauſe of Diſpute given between thoſe 
pretended jarring Intereſts. _ 

All foreign Goods and Merchandizes, that 
come-here to be fifted and afforted, and after- 
wards again exported, ought hkewile to enjoy the 

Benefit 
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Benefit of this Diminution and Abatement; 
for theſe are an Inducement to the induſtrious 
Trader to exerciſe his Talents, in ſetting them 
to work: And were it requiſite to enumerate in 
this Article, all the Adyantages that Trade 


reaps from thoſe Aſſortments, even under the 


preſent heavy Taxes; we ſhould find, that the 
falling off of our Trade, has thereby, in ſome 
Meaſure, been ſtopt. But when People in 
foreign Parts ſet about the ſame, as it is already 
perceiv'd they do, it will be then too late to 
guard againſt, or to prevent it. rg 
Neither can ſuch Goods, as are not work'd, 
manufactured, or ſorted here; but re-exported 


in the ſame Condition, as they were imported, 


be excluded from this Advantage, without 


Prejudice to Trade in general; for theſe Goods, 


when there is a Superfluity of them, furniſh 
the Merchants with an Opportunity to make 


Magazines of them in this Country. 


The Advantages ariſing from hence, and 
which have only Relation to Trade, are theſe, 
That whenever afterwards a Scarcity happens, 


Foreigners can buy theſe Goods of us, at 2 


lower Price, than at the Places where they are 


produced; not to mention many other Ad- 
vantages accruing therefrom to this Country; 
and conſidering, that the Plenty of Money to 


be found here above other. Places, and the 
low Intereſt it bears in Compariſon to other 
Countries, contribute to this ſort of Trade, one 


may promiſe one's Self great Succeſs from the] 


Diminution ſo deſired, 


Finally, 
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dye ſhould reflect on ſuch foreign 


Finally, 
Goods, which being admitted not prejudicial 


to our Fabricks, 


yet, as they are prineipally 


conſumed in the Country, ſhould on Importa- : 


tion pay ſome Duties, in order to make the 
Loſs of the Admiralties, as ſmall as poſſible. 

As to the ſecond Queſtion, how far the ſame 
ought to take Place on ſuch Goods, a few 
Words will ſuffice to ſhew ; and we need only 
remark, the more theſe are relieved, the greater 
will be the Succeſs of the Diminution. 

Having thus eſtabliſhed ſome Principles con- 
cerning what Goods ſhould enjoy the Benefit of 
a Free Port coming in and going out ; we may 
now proceed to ſuch, as, by their Importation, 
are prejudicial to our faid Fabricks, Manufac- 


. tures, and Handicrafts ; and to the Products of 


our Country, Colonies, and Fiſheries. - 
As to all theſe laſt mentioned Goods, it is 


agreed, that they ought, on Importation, not 


only to remain taxed; but, ſo far as they tend 


to Luxury, to Superfluities, and to Us. are 


thereby prejudicial to our ſaid Fabricks, Manu- 
factures, &c. therefore ſhould be as heavily 
charged as porſible ; with proper Regard, how- 
as allo, that by too 

heavy Impoſts, we do not involve ourſelves in 
thoſe Difficulties, of which the Lift of the Year 
1725- produces many Inſtances, which have 


had this Effect, that the Colleges of the Ad- 


miralties would have raiſed and received more, 


had they aſked leſs; a Conſideration, which 
1 ougnht 


Trade o 
Dignity, and Credit, if poſſible; three different 
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ought to be well remembred, when we et 


about a Reformation of their Revenatk 


Being now come to the Means of Redreſs, 


that are propales as moſt proper to reſtore the 
the Republick to its former Luſtre, 


Plans ſhall be mentioned, eaclf of which, ſepa- 


rately conſidered, will remedy ſeveral of the 


Cauſes of Decay above ſpecified, 


Iheſe have been the Occaſion, that = of 
the Merchants proper to be conſulted, and 


whoſe Advices might be relied on, after many 
Diſcuſſions and Debates, have approved of a 


Ed; fourth Plan of Redreſs, compoſed out of the three 


former; ſelecting out of each, that which was 
found to be of the greateſt Uſe, and moſt ap- 
plicable to the actual Situation of Affairs; and 
Which, it is thought, will be liable to che few- 
eſt Difficulties i in the Execution. 

The three firſt Plans we ſhall here briefly 


| ſpecify, 


The firſt Plan conſiſts in a Free Paſſage for 
all foreign Goods and Merchandize appertain- 
ng to Trade in general; ſubject, notwithſtand- 

ing, to this Precaution, that the Goods, N 
their firſt Landing, ſhall be immediately ſea ed, 


and remain incloſed in the ſame Cheſts, Packs, 
and Bales, until \they are again ſent out of the 


Republick. . 
The ſecond propoſes a confiderable Alteration 
and Diminution in the Placart and Lift of 1725: 


This Diminution to take Place on moſt Articles, 
La 
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but eſpecially on ſuch Goods as have moſt In- 
fluence on the general Trade and Navigation. 

According to the third Plan, a general Free 
Port would anſwer the End ; in which Caſe, it 
would be proper for the Duty on Laſtage or 
Tonnage, to be ſo far increaſed, that the De- 
ficiency to the Colleges of the Admiralty might 
be thereby ſupplied. 

Were we to give theſe three Plans their full 
Scope and due Extent, by deſcribing them with 
all their Limitations and Reſtrictions, as they 
were delivered by thoſe who patronized them; 
and to annex the Advantages that might be ex- 

Red from, and the Inconveniences and Diffi- 
culties that would attend each in the Execution 
of them, it would lay us under a Neceſſity, 
to enter upon a long Detail of Particulars, and 
very much ſwell this Diſſertation; which we 
think more proper to decline, eſpecially, as We 
have been obliged to expatiate on ſome Articles, 
whereby this Treatiſe is already become longer 
than was at firſt propoſed. 

The fourth Method therefore here propoſed, 
as an ex . — Plan, not only to preſerve the 

he Republick from a further Decreaſe, 
— alſo to revive and render it ſtill more ex- 
tenſive, is a limited Free Port. 

It conſiſts in dividing the Goods and Mer- 
chandizes into certain Liſts or Claſſes; according 
to which, ſome Goods ſhall enjoy the Benefit 
of, a Free Port, others to be excepted, and to 
pay certain Duties on Importation ; but, when 
lome of theſe laſt are deſigned to be again ex- 

"0: ported 
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ported out of the Country, they to have, a 
Drawback, or in lieu thereof a Free Paſſage. 
_ . Upon a cloſe Examination of this Plan, it 
will be found beſt adapted to the preſent State 
of the Republick, the actual Conſtitution of our 
Trade, the Nature and Property of our Com- 
merce, the real Situation and Traffick all over 
Europe, and thoſe general Grounds and Prin- 
ciples above ſet forth ; over and above all this, 
ſome ſpecial C onſiderations have been had on 
ſome particular Species of Goods. OF 

According to this Plan, it is propoſed, in the 
firſt Place, that all the Goods mentioned in the 
Liſt marked A, ſhall enjoy the Benefit of a 
Free Port, and be exempted from all Duties on 

Importation ; of what Denomination, or how 
inconſiderable ſoever, the ſame may be. 

With this Reſtriction, notwithſtanding, that 
all the Goods, when imported, ſhall be ſubject 
to the Viſitation of the Commiſſaries, and others 
appointed for that Purpoſe, and be liable to a 


Seizure and Confiſcation ; in caſe, under this 


Colour and Pretext, an Attem pt ſbould be 
made to enter other Goods that are not free, 
thereby fraudulently to diminiſh the Revenues 
of the Country : On a Diſcovery whereof, the 
Goods, both free and not free, ſhall be for- 
feited. 

Whoever ſhall be pleaſed, attentively, to ex- 
amine this firſt Liſt, will find, that Regard has 
commonly been had, in making the ſame, to 
the Grounds herein before laid down : But to 
prove this of every Particular, to point out the 

TOY 


they have been received by heretofore, with 
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Applicatzen of each ſingle Article to the: faid 


Principles, and to add all the Reaſons Pro and 
Con, would ſpin out this Treatiſe to a tireſome 
Length, which we think ought to be avoided, 
in a Propoſal of this Nature. 3 
In the ſecond Place, all the Goods ſpecified 
in the liſt marked B, are brought under a ſecond 
Claſs, and the fame ſhould be obliged to pay 
certain Duties on their Importation into the 
Republick. | 
On this ſecond Lift, a large Commentary 
might be required, to ſet forth, for What 
Reaſons and Cauſes the different Goods therein 
mentioned, are neither rated higher or lower: 
But, not to ſwell this Diſſertation beyond its 
proper Bounds, we ſhall in general obſerve, 
without dwelling on a Subject ſo copious and 
extenſive, that in drawing up this Liſt, beſides 
the Intereſt of the Admiralties, we have kept 
this in view, that by the Importation of ſome 
Goods, our Manufactures, Handicrafts, and 
Products of our own Country might not ſuſtain 


any Damage, whoſe Intereſt herein would be 


oppoſite to what the general Trade requires. 
We were, therefore, of Opinion, that all 
thoſe Goods, on their Importation into the Re- 
publick, ought to ſtand charged, in ſuch a 
Manner, as not to cauſe any Prejudice to the 


Sale of our own, within the Limits of the Re- 


publick. 
All theſe Duties to be collected in the ſame 
Way and Manner, and by the ſame Perſons, as 
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this only Difference, that they ſhall be hercafter 


raiſed on an equal F — and that all 


fraudulent Receivers be ay x againſt with 


the utmoſt Severity. 


But here ariſes a- Difficulty, that merits the 


utmoſt Attention, and muſt, one Way or other, 


neceſſarily be removed. 
The Coke which, for the Reaſons aforeſaid, 


| ought not to be brought into the Republick, 


without paying certain Duties, will there- 
fore not be imported in larger Quantities, than 


What may be required for the Uſe and Con- 


ſumption of the Inhabitants of the Republick ; 
and conſequently, the general - Market and 
Magazine' tor thoſe Goods will not fix itſelf 
here, according to theſe Propoſals ; nor will 
they be ſent through this Country ; which is, 


—.— ſo very deſirable, that it ought to be 


our principle and chief Aim. 

For a Removal of this Difficulty; to the 
utmoſt of our Power, two different Methods 
have been thought on, which we ſhall ſet forth 
as briefly as poſſible. 

The firſt Method ſhould conſiſt in a De 
back on ſome of the Goods, enumerated in 
the Liſt marked B, which are the Cauſe of this 
Objection 

This: Method muſt be underſtood as follows. 

The Importer of theſe Goods by Sea, on 
paying the Duties at the Entry, to have a Re- 


ceipt; by which Receipt, the Poſſeſſor thereof 


ſhall be entitled to be reimburſed, the Duty 


* at ſuch Entry, on making it appear, by 
Certificates 


TW 
I Certificates from the Commiſſaries, that the 
II ſaid Goods, or other Inland Goods of the ſame 
h ort, in lieu thereof, were exported. -*! 

L The Conſequence head would be, that 
e on one fide, the Importation of thoſe foreign 
r, Goods might be free and open, the Merchant 

I be always Maſter of his Goods, have a Right * 
d, to open the Cheſts, Packs, and Caſes, and 
k, might put in Practice his Skill and Induſtry in 
e- borting the ſame, without thereby prejudicing 
an | the Inland Sale of our own Goods; that, on.the 
n- other hand, our own Goods, Merchandize) 
ks; Wand Manufactures would, whenever they ſhould 
nd be ſent out of the Republick, reap the Benefit 
elf and Indulgence of the ſaid Receipts, and of the 
vill Duties paid thereon; and that the foreign Goods 

is, Y which had laid here ſome Time, might, by 
be Means of the ſaid Receipts, be exported again 

free, and without any Duty charged on them; 
the ſince by this Way of Drawback, the Duties 
ods ¶ they had paid would be fully reimburſed. 

This Propoſal, how ingenious and plauſible - 
ſoever it may ſeem, is ſubject to a Variety of 
Difficulties ; to prevent which, without taking 
Notice of them |: 
very much embaraſſed ; and a Door might, 
1 be thereby opened to a great Nnmber 
ws. of Frauds, extremely pernicious to our Manu- 

on Naactures, Handicrafts, Colonies, Cc. at leaſt, 
Re- it is certain, that nothing 3 is more apt to make 
reof us apprehenſive of this, than to conſider the 


Juty immenſe Sums expended in England, to prevent 


| by Frauds, in regard to ſuch Goods as are entitled 
| to 


- 


ere, we ſhould find ourſelves 


\ 


to a Drawback, and which would be ſtill more 
difficult in a Country ſo conſtituted as this Re- 


This, however, is no Reaſon why the ſame 


ſcribed. by former Ordinances and Placarts, and 
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publick. TCR 


deſerves not to be more amply confidered. 
The ſecond Propofal is, to grant a Free Paſ- 
fage for ſuch Goods, the Tranſportation whereof, 
through this Country, ought to be encouraged, 
without thereby prejudicing our own Goods 
and Manufactures ; which ſos Paſſage ſhould 
take place under ſuch Precautions, as are pre- 


fuch Amendments as ſhall be found neceſſary, 
according to the State of Things ; for which 
we refer to the Draft annexed to the End of 
this Diſſertation. | 8 

By theſe Precautions it is preſumed, that the 
Frauds might be prevented; and that ſuch 
Goods might be imported without paying any 
Duties inwards, and paſs through our Country 


without Suſpicion · of any Frauds, or becoming 0 
any way a Prejudice to our Fabricks, Handi- A; 


crafts, Colonies, Companies, Fiſheries, Gc. 
Be this as it will, it were highly to be wiſh- 4 
ed, that one of the two Propoſals aforegoing 


could be rendred practicable, to preſerve the 
Paſſage of the Goods, already enumerated in the ra 
_ Liſt B, through this Country. * 


According to this Plan of Redreſs, it muſt 6 
abſolutely be determined, that all the Goods, Þ | 
which by former Ordinances and Placarts, were 
prohibited to be either imported or exported, 
{till continue to be prohibited in the ſame 
Manner : 


to the leaſt Difficulties. 
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manner; for as the Cauſes, that gave room for 
the iſſuing out ſuch Prohibitions, ſtill ſubſiſt, 
there cannot be a Cauſe aſſigned for any „ 
or Alteration to be made therein. 

The Goods belonging to this Claſs are con- 
tained in the Liſt marked with the Letter CO. 

Thus, in as conciſe a Method as — 
you may ſee the whole Plan of Redreſs; which, 
it is thought, might be brought to a ſucceſsful 
Iſſue, and happily effected; and whereby, it 
is believed, the whole Trade of the Republick 
might not only be preſerved from a total Ruin, 
but alſo be retrieved, re-animated, and invigo- 
rated with new. Life and Spirits, in 
ſupported by other particular Ameydments, 
which we ſhall not inſiſt on here; as the proper 
Occaſion: for it, will be only, when a limited 
Free Port ſhall be approved of, as the general d 
Means of a Redreſs. 5 

In the contriving of this Plan, it has been 
more than once diſcovered, as has been already 
ſeveral Times remarked before, that in this 
Affair, a Variety of jarring Intereſts did fre- 
quently occur. 

And hence has ſprung the Cauſe, why the 
Goods and Merchandize could not be reduced 
under ſome certain general Rules, and that 
obliged us to conſider and weigh almoſt every 
Article apart; and after examining what could 
be alledged for and againſt each Article, we 
have determined on that which appeared liable 
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Not that we look on the Liſts, as they are 
drawn out, as abſolutely perfect and compleat, nor 
do we flatter ourſelves that they are not capable 
of Amendment. This was neither intended, 

-nor indeed poſſible, for although the moſt emi- 
nent and experienced Merchants were conſulted, 


yet their extenſive Knowledge, in regard to 


Trade in general, would not enable them to 
attain to an equal Penetration and Inſight into 
all the various Particulars, and different Species 


of Goods, with their ſeveral Uſes in our Fa- 
bricks and Manufactures. However, it has 
been thought proper to put the Goods and 
Merchandize to that Liſt to which they reported 
them to belong, according to the beſt of their 
Judgment and Experience : Which was done 


with this View, that whenever the Plan, in 
general, ſhall be properly examined by thoſe in 


the Republick, who are always conſulted about 
mercantile Affairs, and the Liſts likewiſe ſhall 


be examined, with ſuch Reflections made on 


each Article, abſtracted from the reſt, as they 


ſhall think fitting; then thoſe Merchants, who 
trade in each Species of Goods, may be heard 


againſt it ; whereby onewill be enabled, on com- 


paring the Reaſons and Arguments on both 


Sides, to chuſe that which ſhall be found to be 
molt for the Advantage of the Trade. 
From what has been hitherto ſaid, with Re- 


d to the Duties that muſt remain, according 


to this Propoſal, on ſome Goods and Merchan- 


dize; it evidently appears, that all Methods, 


Means, and Regulations which can be made 
3 


141 


uſe of on the Head of Trade, will be ialid 
and to no Purpoſe; as long as no effectual 
Remedies are taken againſt the unequal Levy- 


ing of the Duties by Water, and the Frauds 
and Male Practices crept in: The Importance 


of this Affair requires, that it be canvaſſed and | 


examined to the Bottom. 

To treat of this Subject in a regular Order, it 
may poſſibly be required of us, to ſhew, that 
various Frauds, in different Shapes, have been 
committed ſince the Liſt or Regulation in the 
Year 1725, and that the Precautions men taken, 
are inſufficient. 


To attempt the provin* this by particular 


Inſtances and circumſtantial Caſes, would P- 


pear extremely ridiculous : The Affair is too 


notorious to need our ſpending any longer Tine 


about it. 


It is as undeniable, that in caſe the Running | 


of Goods is tolerated more, or leſs ſeverely 
puniſhed in one Province or City only than in 
another, it will be abſolutely impracticable, 
in the other Provinces or Cities, to prevent the 
ſame. 

Every one who ſhall confides this Evil im- 
partially, and without Prejudice, muſt be ſelf- 
convinced of the Neceſſity there is immedi- 
ately to remedy the ſame, in the moſt e 


Manner, and by ſuch Means, that all the Pro- 
vinces and Cities may be throughly ſatisfied, 
that there is no Connivance more allowed of in 
one Place, than in another. 


„ But 


ffectual 
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to keep the Trade amongſt 
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But the Neceſſity of ſuch Redreſs will 


more evidently appear, when we conſider the 


Effect which this Remiſſneſs, in receiving the 


Duties, produces in thoſe Cities and Provinces 
which are otherways inclinable enough to levy 


the Taxes, according to the Placarts and Or- 


dinances; but on account of what is practiſed 
in other Provinces and Cities, either cannot, or 


dare not, uſe greater Severity; from whence 


it is, that every one connives at daily Smuggling, 
themſelves. 
Theſe Precautions againſt all Frauds become 


now the more requiſite, by the propoſed Di- 


minution of the Revenues from a Free Port. 
In regard to which, however, the Redreſs is 


not more neceſſary than it is difficult: Let us 
but conſider, what Precautions, Pains, and Ex- 
pences, are to this End beſtowed in France, 

in England, and in other Places, and all inceſ- 


fantly without Effect; how much more diffi- 
cult it muſt be in ſuch a Country as ours, where 
the Conſtitution of the Land, the different In- 


tereſts and Juriſdictions of the Provinces and 


Cities, render our Care and Precautions exceed- 
ingly more irkſome. 

The Tricks and Inventions from Time to 
Time made uſe of to carry on this Practice, are 


ſo manifold, ſo private, and fo artfully con- 


trived ; that, were a Perſon to deviſe new Me- 


thods that ſhould be valid and ſufficient to pre- 


vent all Smuggling, he would at once throw up 
his Project in Deſpair ; eſpecially, as ſuch Means 


with 


muſt be fit to be reduced to Practice, not clogg d 
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Intent to give up all Hopes, to look upon 
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with too many Obſtacles; and at the ſame Time 
effective of producing the End aimed at. 

Theſe; Difficulties are not here ſtarted with an. 
it as 
an impracticable Scheme, or to deter us from 
purſuing the ſame ; but only to ſhew, that it is 
of ſuch a Nature, that it requires the Uſe of 
ſuch Means, as in the ordinary Courſe of Things 
ought not to be made uſe of; ſince Allowance muſt 
be ſometimes made for the common Frailty and 
Depravity of the Multitude : But, as the Preſer- 


vation and Proſperity of the Country and its 


Inhabitants — on this Particular, the 
Means ought not to be rejected, becauſe they 
ſeem to be attended with an unuſual Hardſhip 


and Severity. 


How ſtrongly were it to be wiſhed, that the 
reſpective Provinces and Cities might be fo 
throughly convinced, by what has been advan- 
ced on this Subject; that for the: Welfare and 
the Preſervation of the State, they would lay 
aſide at once all Views and Pretexts, as might 


ſeem to be repugnant to it. 


And now proceeding to the Methods, which 
we preſume, might be ſucceſsfully made uſe of, 
to prevent theſe Frauds, we ſhall lay it down as 
the Baſis and F oundation of the whole Fa- 
brick, 

That the Fines, Penalties, and nabe 
muſt be enlarged; and ſometimes, if the Nature 
of the Caſe ſhall ſo require, extended to Infamy 
and Baniſhment, or even Death itſelf; and 
that theſe Laws be ſtrictly put in Execution 

without 
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without the leaſt 14 nivance. Were this but 
done, what honeſt Man would run the Riſque 
of being Infamous, or accounted a Plunderer or 
Robber of his Country, or of being liable 0 
ſuffer Baniſhment or Death. 

That the Searching after Goods muſt be more 
extenſive, eſpecially, when there is any We 
or Proof of Fraud. 

That new Regulations be made concerning 


Watermen, Porters, Carmen, and all others 
that are employed in unloading of Goods. 


The Informations and Proof of Smuggling, 


ought to be left free and open to every Indi- 
vidual; even to the Accomplices, under Pro- 
miſe of Indemnity; allowing to the Informer 
the Whole or the greateſt Part of the Fines 
and Penalties. 

That the Paſs-ports of the Goods, which 
come down by the Rivers, do for the future 
remain along with them, the Searching ſuch 


Goods again chiefly depending thereon; and. 


which, at different Times, has been earneſtly 
_ requeſted by the Colleges of the AY 
reliding in Holland. 
I To conſider, for the future, the Duties upon 
all Goods imported, as Revenues belonging to 
the State in general, and not to any one Pro- 
vince in particular. 

Conſequently, the Management and Direction 
of theſe publick Revenues of the Country, 
ought to be taken away from particular Pro- 
vinces and Cities, and ſuch Power and Autho- 
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in Execution, relating to levying the Duties on 
Goods imported by Sea, in all the Provinces and 
Cities, as the Nature of the Caſe may require; 
it being notorious, that the beſt Laws are 


mere Cyphers, if not duly executed: For it is 


otherwiſe very much to be feared, that all Re- 
gulations will be of no Effect, be they ever ſo 
uſeful and neceſſary, or ever ſo well calculated 
for the common Benefit. 


In order to effect this, the Juriſdiction and 


Authority of the Colleges of Admiralty ought 
to be maintained and ſtrengthened all 
thoſe that are guilty of any Frauds ;' and all 


offences againſt he ſaid Turifdidtion and Au- 


thority, ought to be ſpeedily and elfeQually de- 
cided and prevented. 


The Magiſtrates and Civil Officers ought to 
bind themſelves by Oath, to promiſe and agree, 
that they will aſſiſt the Collectors of the Cuſtoms 
and Licences, in all Things relating to their 
Duty, nor hinder, oppoſe, or reſiſt, directly or 
ndire&tly, the Colleges of the Admiralty, in 
the Execution of their Commiſſion ; nor their 
Officers in Things relating to the collecting of 
the publick Revenues, and executing the Pla- 


carts, nor ſuffer the ſame to be done, as far as 


in W lies. 


Conſequently, the Caſes of ſuch who are 
nalty of any F rauds, muſt for the future, not 


be removeable from the Juriſdiction of the Cole 


ges, to the Sheriffs Courts of the Cities. 


Above all, the reſpective Colleges of Admi- 


2 


aws. Pity ought ſolemnly to oblige themſelves to 
in |. | 
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collect the Duties every where alike, and an | + 
the ſame: Footing, without Reſpect to Perſons # y 
or Places, and ſtrictly to execute this Truſt P 

without the leaſt Connivance: For as ſoon as 

it is but ſurmiſed, that any Thing is wrong Þ 

h. 
Cc 


managed; in regard to the Colledtion of the 
Duties, in any one Place; that bad Example, 
vrhether the Suppoſition be well or ill-g 
will be immediately eſpouſed and practiſed, as it 
were, by Way of Retortion, in other Places: ne 
And therefore ſuch Proceedings ſhould be the or 
more cautioufly avoided. _ th 
For the ſtricteſt Laws, without an univerſal Wi 
Obedience to them, are only Ties on the moſt ha 
ulous, and conſequently the beſt Part of lic 

— — when at the ſame Time, they are v1 
fenfbly TR by having their Trade and N 2-44 
vigation withdrawn from them. Pr 
For this Purpoſe, it might be alſo . ſpe 
that ſome new Orders and Regulations be 1:1ade | y 
concerning the Officers employed by the Col- | Ad 
leges of Admiralty, in the colleding and re- b 
ceiving the Duties on Goods coming by Wa- Na 
ter. Dit 
It may be noceffary here to take ſome Notice Ex 

of the Duties, which, according to this Pro- put 
poſal, the Colleges of the Admiralty will be ug 
entitled to; and in What Manner, it is judged, rem 
that the Deficiency which will be occaſioned in 7 
the ordinary Revenues, by theſe Regulations, I thut 
may be 45 plied. | Bra 


The Admiraltie will continue to receive all the 


the Duties, which the Goods e ther 
5 | c 
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the aboveſaid Liſt marked B, remain charged 
with, and to collect, as uſual, the Laſt-Money, 
Paſs- ports and Stamps. | 

And as this new Plan lays it down for a 
fundamental Maxim, that it muſt go hand in 
hand with the moſt ſtrict and effectual Pre- 
cautions, againſt all Frauds and Male-Praftices, 
particularly, againſt any partial or unequal 


Collection of the Duties; we therefore doubt 


not, but that the general Produce of the Duties, 
on thoſe Goods which remain liable to Part 
thereof, will be confiderably increaſed : For 
we think we may with Reaſon aſſert, that above 


half the Goods now imported into this Repub- _ 


lick, pay little or no Duties ; for the Truth 
whereof, we appeal to the Experience of the 
Admiralty Colleges themſelves ; whereto other 


Proofs might be added, did not the Thing 


ſpeak for itſelf. 


Weſhall now brieflyexamine the conſequential 
Advantages of this propoſed Project of Redreſs ; 


which, it is not doubted, will be found of that 
Nature and Importance, as not to ſuffer a few 
Difficulties that may be foreſeen to attend the 
Execution of it, to intimidate or deter us from 
putting it in Practice, but rather put us upon 
uſing our utmoſt Endeavours to conquer and 

remove them. 53 
The Effect of this Plan will be, that by 
thus diſburthening Trade in general, and ſome 
Branches of it in particular; the Commerce of 
the Republick will be preſerved from a fur- 
ther Decay, and give room to hope for its In- 
| create 
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creaſe daily ; whereby, probably, this Repub- 


lick may in Time become once abain, as it 
was heretofore, the general Mart of Europe; 
at leaſt, there is a great Likelihood thereof, in 


regard to ſome particular Goods and Com- 
modities. 

This firſt Advantage will be attended with a 
ſecond, namely, a proportional Augmentation 
of Shipping and Navigation. 

Again, the Increaſe of Trade has a great In- 


fluence upon Navigation, that of Navigation 


alternately the ſame on Trade; and they reci- 
procally enlarge each other. & 

The bringing in and carrying out again of 
ſuch Goods as enjoy the Benefit of a Free Port, 
will occaſion the continual Flux and Reflux of 
Ships and Goods coming in and going out; 


which, tho” they pay not any Duties to the 


State, leave always more or leſs Benefit and Ad- 
vantage behind them in the Country. 

This Plan is further look'd on as the Means 
for getting again Poſſeflion of the Trade from 
the North to Portugal, Spain, Italy, &c. and 


back again in the ſame Mannes ; the Advantages 


whereof are vaſtly great, and very much con- 
tribute to the Increaſe of Navigation. ' | 
By theſe general Amendments, we ſhall put 
ourſelves in a Condition to reduce the Trade of 
Hamburgh, Bremen, Lubeck, Denmerk, and 


other Places ; at leaſt, to prevent their doing us 


a further Prejudice. At the fame Time, it will 


be an efficacious Remedy, to ſmother in its In- 


fancy 


heks. a. 
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fancy the Trade, which is endeavoured to be 
ſettled and eſtabliſhed in ſome other Parts. 


—— 


This Propoſal would have as favourable an 


Effect on the Inland Trade of the Country: 
But without mentioning the Concourſe of all 


ſorts of People that would again reſort hither, 
eſpecially of Merchants flocking in to ſuch a 


general Mart, and the Conſumption of Neceſ- 


faries ariſing from the fame Motive, we ſhall 


only take Notice of the great Vent which will 
thereby likewiſe be occaſioned, of ſuch Goods, 
Merchandizes, and Manufactures, and among 
Handicrafts, as might be had cheaper elſewhere; 
and yet the Merchant will chuſe rather to buy 
them in this Country ; becauſe he finds his 
Advantage in ſending them again, forward from 
hence with more Eaſe, Expedition, and leſs 
Expence, and along with other Goods, which 


he may have bought at other Places: Beſides, 


it is well known, that the Sale of one Article 

often introduces the Diſpoſing of another. 
There are ſeveral particular Advantages beſides 
of a different Kind: The Merchant gains, at leaſt, 
ſomething by forwarding of Goods, which 
Buſineſs will, in all probability, increaſe greatly: 
If he advance Money on theſe Goods; he has 
Intereſt for his Money: Inſurances will alſo be 
conſiderably augmented: Exchanging and re- 
mitting of Money will be again drawn into this 
Country ; and by that Means the Circulation of 
it, with foreign Nations; which always brings 
more or leſs Advantage to a Country, and muſt 
G 2 neceſlarily 


( 5: 1 
neceſſarily tend to an Increaſe of the Inland 


Circulation. 
The augmenting the Circulation of Money 


in Trade, will prevent our Inhabitants from 


lacing out their Money in the Funds Abroad, 

3 they can employ it to Advantage at 
Home. 
Effect as to fix the general Magazine of Goods 
and Merchandizes here, we ſhould. then run 
no Riſque of ever having a Scarcity or Dearth 
of ſuch Goods in this Country. 
As the Navigation increaſes, ſo muſt the Sea- 

men likewiſe, and conſequently the Number of 
Sailors to mann our Fleet in Time of War: 
During the late Troubles, the Republick too 
well ee the Want of Seafaring People. 


We ſhall conclude with this Remark, that 


we are verily perſuaded, the Plan, as here laid 
down, is the moſt proper of any thing that 
can be propoſed for that purpoſe, being free 
from a Multiplicily of Laws, Cautions, and 
Reſtrictions, which generally create ſo much 
Trouble and Perplexity in Trade. This Plan 
of Redreſs alſo has the neareſt Affinity to the 
actual Situation and Conſtitution of our Com- 
merce, and has finally this Advantage, that the 
Practice of Running Goods, will thereby be very 
much diminiſhed. | 
We ſhall paſs by in Silence here, what fur- 
ther advantageous Conſequences may be ex- 
pected from theſe Propoſals : What has already 
been advanced, will be abundantly ſufficient to 


make us e that nothing ought to be neg 
| lecte 


If this Plan could have ſuch a ſalutary 
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lected or omitted for the ſurmounting and re- 


moving every Obſtacle, which may be poſſibly 
| thrown in by Way of Oppoſition to the Plan 


before us; and not to ſpare our Pains and A 
plication to cultivate, improve, and bring x 


ſame to that Perfection, as will reduce it into 


Practice. | 18 | 
There will poſſibly be ſeveral Objections 
ſtarted againſt this Propofal : And it is not to 


be difſembled, that in a Matter of ſo copious 
an Extent, and of ſuch weighty Conſequence, 
there muſt ſome Difficulties {till ſubſiſt; which 
cannot well be otherwiſe, in a Country, where 
the Abuſes have inſinuated themſelves, and 
crept in by flow Degrees, and therefore muſt, 
of courſe, make it the Intereſt of many Perſons 
now, that every thing ſhould reſt upon its an- 
cient Footing. Hence it is our Opinion, that 
in an Affair of this Nature, where it is morally 
impoſſible fully to ſatisfy each Individual, and, 
at the ſame Time, to ſecure the publick Intereſt, 
the beſt Way is, amongſt a Number of Diffi- 
culties, to obviate thoſe that are the moſt eſſen- 
tial : To this End, we have throughout this 
whole Deſign, and all the Circumſtances at- 
tending it, always kept -cloſe to the Concerns 
and-Advantages of the Admiralties, = Colonies, 
Fabricks, and Handicrafts, as well as of the 
Fiſheries and Products of the Country ; at leaſt, 


ſo far as they were reconcileable with the general 


Commerce, which has been the principal Aim 


we had in View ; and therefore flatter ourſelves, 
that no material Scruples will ariſe from theſe 
R | Colleges 
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Colleges and Corporations. Beſides, having at 


Preſent only Regard to Commerce in general ; 
the Inquiry in what Manner beſt to fayour the 


different Branches of our Trade by particular 
Regulations and Diſpoſitions, will more pro- 
perly fall in hereafter. 


As the Plan now ſtands, that every Branch 


of our Trade will receive a Benefit by it, in- 
finitely greater, than by the preſent actual State 
of Commerce, will not admit of the leaſt Doubt : 
We ſhall therefore, for the preſent, ſetting aſide 
all particular Objections, content ourſelves with 
a few of thoſe general ones which regard the 
whole Plan. 

In the i Place, it may be objected, that 
the Means herein propoſed- for a Redreſs, will 
not prove ſo advahtageous to Trade, as is pre- 


| tended, inaſmuch as the Frauds, which have 


been hitherto practiſed, have as much diſbur- 
thened Trade, as is attempted to be done by 


| theſe new Regulations, 


Secondly, an Appeal may be made to what 


happened at the Alteration: of the Liſt in the 


Year 1725, made with a View, at that Time, 
to increaſe the Revenues on Imports by Sea, by 
leſſening the Duties, by levying the fame in a 
more impartial Manner, and under a Pretext, 
that the Diminution thence ariſing, could only 
be overbalanced, and again made good by the 
more frequent Entries of Goods, which were 


all expected from it: But the Event has mada 


it appear, how much thoſe Who depended on 
an Increaſe of the Revenues of che Colleges, bya 
ſtrict 


ſince 
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ſtrict and punctual Execution of the aforeſaid 
Liſt and Placart, were- out in their Calcu- 
lation. | 9 
To which may be added, thirdly, to give it 
{till more Weight, that the bad State of our 
Treaſury, together with the precarious and un- 
certain Iſſue of this Propoſal, might prove of 
the moſt ruinous Conſequence to the Republick, 


» 


that at all Events, it would be a Work of Time 


to bring theſe Alterations to operate with Effect, 
and therefore beſt to leave Things on their old 
Footing ; that even admitting, ſome Abuſes had 
crept in, they were of an ancient Standing, the 
Circumſtances of the Republick had been ac- 
commodated- and conformed thereto, and it 
might prove dangerous to attempt a Redrefling 
of the ſame at one Stroke, and in an Inſtant, 
which might introduce a Scene of Confuſion ; 
and, in a word, we ſhould run a greater 
Hazard in applying the Remedy, than in en- 


during the Evil. 


As to the jir/?, we ſhall remark, that it may 
appear a very plauſible Objection, to ſuch as 
have never once conſidered the intrinſic Na- 
ture of the Thing : For, upon a Suppoſition, 


that the Burthen remains the ſame on Com- 


merce in general, yet the Manner in which 
that Burthen is divided among the ſeveral 
Branches of Trade, makes a wide Difference; 
ſince it muſt needs become extremely per- 
nicious, when the higheſt Duties are levied on 
ſuch Goods, as are the Objects of Trade in ge- 
neral ; and, on the contrary, thoſe which only 

8 | ſerve 
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| ſerve for a Home Conſumption, and adminiſter 
to Luxury and Pride, are loweſt rated. 

It is equally detrimental to our Trade, when 
the ſame ſorts of Goods pay more Duties in one 
Part of the Republick than in another ; as when 
ſome Merchants continue to pay them, whilſt 
others, by Frauds and Male-Practices, ſcreen 

themſelves, and elude the Payment of them: 
To which may be added, that thoſe, who by 
Smuggling, evade the Duties, are generally 
obliged to be at great Expences to compaſs or 
effect it: All which Reflections might have 


been more enlarged upon, and {et in a clearer 
Light, had it been judged neceſſary, We ſhall 


therefore conclude with remarking. on this 


Head, that the Load, which by theſe Propo- 
fals is ſtill left on the Trade of the Republick, 


is too heavy to be ſupported, and it were highly 
to be wiſhed, a further Eaſe could be admi- 


niſtred; but, as this is not practicable, there 


remains no other Remedy, than to impoſe and 
divide this Burthen; in ſuch a manner, on and 
amongſt the ſundry Branches of Commerce, 
Goods and Merchandize, as may be leaſt hurt- 
ful to, and leaſt ſenſibly felt in Trade. 


2. In regard to the ſecond Objection, that 
the Expectations from the Placart and Lifts of 


the Year 1725, were the tame, as are now 
conceived from this Plan; an Anſwer here 
above has been already given, that the Reduc- 
tion was, at that Time, not ſufficient ; that the 
Duties which remained, were very unequally 
divided; and that there is Reaſon to doubt, 

| 8 | whether 


large Advantages granted by this Plan, to par- 


ſelf, muſt entirely fink, 


"= Tx 

whether the chief Aim, in the Tranſactions of 
that Year, was to increaſe the Revenues of the 
Colleges of Admiralty, or to favour Trade and 
make it flouriſh. « 

Frauds are rather more numerous, than at all 
leſſened ſince that Period, and the Partiality 
uſed in collecting the Duties, has contributed 
not a little, towards fruſtrating the Effect of 
thoſe Alterations. | 

3. What is advanced, th:rdly, on the Uncer- 
tainty of its Succeſs, and the Danger which 
might reſult to the Republick, were this Pro- 
poſal to . miſcarry; is an Allegation, which 
has no Probability, no Foundation to ſup- 
port it. | 

The Nature of the Thing implies, that the 


ticlar Goods and Merchandize, muſt neceſſarily 
have a powerful Effect, on the Trade of thoſe 
Commodities; which leads us to entertain a 
contrary Opinion, that the Appearance of the 
Succeſs is ſo clear and evident, that nothing but 
abſolute Certainty, could be more ſo; and that 
who bee ſuch Redreſs, the Trade of the 
Republick, and conſequently the Republick it- 


The Concluſion endeavoured to be drawn 
rom thence, rather to leave every thing on 
the old Footing, through fear of introducing a 
Confuſion and Diiturbance ; has as little Foun- | 

1 


dation, and by proving too much, proves no- 
thing, the Conſequence of this Argument | 
would be; that nothing ought to be redreſſed | 
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in any State or large Oeconomy, becauſe every 


ſuch Redreſs is liable to the hens Objection. 


Who would venture to affert of a private 


Occonomy, that the whole Family would run 


into Confuſion, upon an Attempt to diſcoun- 
tenance and prevent Pilfering, Waſte, Sluttiſh- 

neſs, Neglects, Extravagance in Houſe-keeping, 
with other Indiſcretions and bad Management ? 


From whence we would infer, that the Buſineſs 
ought not to be vindertaken without mature 
Conſideration, well weighing the Conſequences 
to be expected from it, preventing, as much as 
ſſible, whatever Difficulties can be foreſeen ; 


and then reſting aſſured, that no Aſſiſtance cab 


be given to our Trade, without ſome very ef- 
fectual Remedy, which ought to have a very 
ſpeedy Operation : And as for any private Incon- 
veniences which might ariſe from it, they would 
amply be compenſated, by the Benefit, e Pub- 
lick would reap from it: 
A ſecond Sort of Objections may be deduced 
from the Effect, whichtheſe Diſpoſitions in our 
Commerce .will have among our Neighbours : 
It will be alledged, that they will all look with 


an evil Eye upon a limited Free Port; that ſuch 


ſudden Alterations will awaken the Tealouly, 
and exdite the Envy of all trading Nations, and 
inſtigate them, by all poflible Means, to thwart 


our Trade; either by granting the ſame Privi- 


ledges and Emoluments, as ve are about doing 


to our Merchants ; or to follow the Example of 


the Engliſ, and ther Nations, by prohibiting 
the Importation of atiy Goods or Merchandize, 


except. 


Qu Sz 0 
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except in ſuch Ships only, as belong to thoſe 
Nations and Places, where the Goods are pro- 


duced or made, &c. 
To which we anſwer ; 


Firſt, that as to the 3 of our Nei = 


bours, we need be under no Apprehenſions 


about it, whilſt the Republick tenaciouſly ad- 


heres to this fixed Maxim, not to give an 
well-grounded Cauſe of Offence, by thoſe Dit- 
poſitions and Meaſures which are propoſed to 
be made in our Trade : On the contrary, moſt 
of the neighbouring Nations will be more or 
leſs concerned, in the Conſervation of our 
Trade, as their Commerce chiefly conſiſts in 
the Vending of their own Products; 
therefore rather protect than obſtruct ours, 


which has ſuch a Connection with their own, 
that it may not improperly be called a Part; 

3 we would be under- 
ſtood here to ſpeak only of thoſe Nations 
which employ our Merchants and Shipping to 


It is eaſily perceived, 


diſpoſe of and tranſport their Goods: As to 
others, they have, at all Times, endeavoured 
to thwart our Trade, continue to do ſo daily, 


and are not likely to recede for the future, from 


ſuch a Practice: Theſe will, doubtleſs, be cha- 
grined, on ſeeing the Regulations we may make 
for the Benefit of our Commerce : However, 


as their Endeavours are not wanting, to do us 
all the Prejudice they can, even now, 'whilit 
our Trade is on the Decline, we ſhall be able 
to fruſtrate their Attemps with more Succeſs, 
when the ſame ſhall be put under better Re- 
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gulations. And in regard to this Objection, 


the following Reflection accurs, that when this 


Republick was formerly in Poſſeſſion of an 
univerſal Commerce, it was at the ſame Time 
in a Condition alſo to defend and protect that 


Commerce againſt any, that endeavoured to 


diſturb it. | 


Secondly, if we once come to a Reſolution, to 
caſe and promote pur foreign Trade as much 


as poſſible, then our Neighbours will never be 


in a Condition, to put themſelves in all reſpect, 
on an equal Footing with the Dutch. The- 


Republick poſſeſſes within herſelf ſuch Advan- 
tages as are not to be found any where befides, 
in the like Quantity, or to the fame Degree, 
which ſets her in a Point of Eminence, above 
all other Nations of Europe; in reference where- 
to, we need only remember what has been 


mentioned above, concerning the Increaſe and 


Growth of our Trade. 
The whole Republick ſeems to be formed 
and deſigned for carrying on of Trade: And 


as the Goods may be tranſported from one 


Place to another, in ſuch an eaſy, cheap, and 
expeditious Manner, by Means of our Canals 
and Inland Roads, it may be looked upon as 
one compact City. 

The Situation, in regard to all Europe, is 
| extremely advantageous. $0 
No Nation in Europe, is fo happily ſituated 
for promoting of Fiſheries. 

No Nation has a greater or more extenſive 


Knowledge of Trade and Navigation. - 
* 
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G All the Capacity and Qualifications effentiak — | 
s | to, or requiſite in Trade, are found among the 
1 Dutch, to a greater Degree than any where 
© beſides. $7.4 | 
t Their Frugality and ſaving Diſpoſition ex- | 
o | cceds that of all other Seafaring People, ſince il 
they can mann a Ship with eighteen or twenty 1 
Men, where other Nations require near a third w 
Number of additional Hands. | l 

| 


Whereunto may be added, their Management 
in providing for the Crews, in building their 
Ships, and in e to make a much il 
longer Uſe of them than others. All which — || 
s, | taken together, are a Reaſon, why no other Wl 
e, I Nation can carry Goods by Sea, on the fame 
7e || Terms as the Dutch. | 
e- A great Plenty of Money is another Advan- 
-n nage which the Dulch have above their Neigh+ ul 
1d bours; the Benefit whereof in Trade, as well 

by buying Goods cheap, as accumulating Ma- =! 

2d gazines in proper Time, is largely and curiouſly | 
1d ; diſcuſſed and ſet forth, throughout the 2d 
ne , Chapter of Law's Treatiſe, entituled, Conſider- 
1d I ations ſur le Commerce, & fur I Argent. 
ils No other Nation is ſatisfied with ſuch a | 
as | (mall Profit as ours, or waits for favourable [| 
| 

| 


Opportunities with an equal Degree of Patience; 

is inſomuch that with us, it is become a cammon 
Proverb ; Light Gains make heavy Purfes. 

ed In Holland, there is no impreſſing into mi- 

tary Service, but the Inhabitants enjoy full 1 

ve Liberty; and being for the moſt Part Prote- 1 

ants, have but few Holy-Days of courſe: Nor "0 [ 


- i | 


— — 


is there any Country that is a more commodious 


| Nurſery for Sailors or Seamen, when the pro- 


Means are uſed for that Purpoſe. 

The Vending of our Eaſt and Weſt India 
Commodities, eſpecially of the former, is ano- 
ther peculiar Advantage we enjoy, and which 
gives our, Trade a Preference to that of other 
Nations. -þ | 

The Spices, in particular, in ſome Places 
do, in many Inſtances, ſtand us in Stead of, 
and are equivalent to, ready Caſh. 
Other Reflections might here be added, of a 
like Nature; but what has. been already ſaid, 


may be ſufficient for us ſafely to conclude, that 


no Neighbours or Foreigners, by any do- 
meſtick Regulations they may make within 
themſelves, or by any Acceſſions of Advan- 
tage, how great ſoever to their Trade, will 
ever be in a Capacity, to prejudice the Com- 
merce of this Republick, at leaſt they never 
will be able to prevent its more diffuſive Spread; 
provided always, that the State knows how to 
take the proper Advantages, and ſhall, above 
all Things, reſolve to leſſen the Impoſts and 
Duties, or at leaſt to divide ſuch as ſhall re- 
main, with Deliberation and Precaution, upon 
and amongſt thoſe Goods, which can beſt bear 
the Burthen. 1 | 
Thirdly, It is not to be denied, that nothing 
could be thought of. more dangerous, or even 
fatal to our Commerce, than for our Neigh- 
bours to prohibit the Importation of all Goods 
and. Merchandize, except in ſuch Ships only 
which 


which belong to the Place where the Goods 
are fabricated, or are the Produce of that 
Country ; but then, ſuch 'a Prohibition is, on 


the other Hand, very 
by this Republick, ſince the Ciroumſtances of 
moſt Countries will not admit thereof, as it 


would neceſſarily prove a very great Detriment 


to thoſe Nations, which have a Superfluity of 
their own Products and Fabricks. - Beſides all 


this, ſuch a Prohibition would be equally dan- 


rous to the Republick, even upon a Su 
1808, that Things were to be lat on the eld 
Footing. IE | 

We have, 1 reſerved to this Place, an 
Objection, which is the uſual Refuge of thoſe, 
who find their Account in the old Abuſes, 
and has ſeveral Times been made uſe of with 
Succeſs, in theſe Countries, againſt all Reforma- 
tions, namely, that . limited Free Port is a 
Novelty. 


It muſt indeed be owned, that this Remedy 


of Redreſs is new, and that there never was a 
limited Free Port in this Republick; but it is 


as expreſſly denied, that the Grounds and Prin- 


ciples are new, on which the ſame is founded, 
or that they recede from thoſe fundamental 
Maxims, which the Republick has at all Times 
purſued. Vet, as theſe fundamental Principles 
may be ſuſceptible of different Appellations, 
according to the different Circumſtances of the 
Republick and its Trade, whether internal or 
external; Alterations or Novelties muſt ſome 
Time or other take place in the Regulations of 

| Trade, 


little to be apprehended 


who viſited all 


Commodities from ſuch Countries, where there 
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Trade, whenever there js a Revolution in our own 
Country, or in the trading Nations about us, 


agreeably to the Proverb, When Rivers alter 


their Courſe, the Beacons needs muſt be removed, 
__ To illuſtrate this with an Example; it has 


always been an univerſal Maxim in this Re- 
publick, to charge Trade only in a certain Pro- 
portion with other Nations, and by thoſe Means 
to influence foreign Merchants to come to us, 
rather than go to them. 

If therefore the outward Oreidnibances of 
Trade are fo altered, that neighbouring Coun- 
trics lay leſs Impotitions on Trade, and grant 
it more Immunities, Encouragement, and 
Favour; or, in a Word, if foreign Merchants 
finds it turn out more to their Advantage, to 
go to thoſe adjacent Nations ; then the old Prin- 
ciples and Maxims of our State require, that 


we ſhould alſo mutually combine, to eaſe our 


Trade, by granting it ſome freſh Acceiſions of 
Advantage, in order for it to remain much in 
the ſame Proportion with other trading Na- 


tions. 


In that Senſe therefore, and no other, the 
ears Scheme of Redreſs may be called: 

ovelty; and to ſhew this yet further, let us 
only reflect, what Alterations have been made, 


and in What different Shapes Trade has, in ge- 


neral, appeared throughout all Europe. 
In earlier Times, the Dutch were the ſole 


Poſſeſſors of Commerce, and the only People 
Quarters of the Globe, to fetch 


/ 


„ 

was any Superfluity, in order to furniſh others 
with them; while other Nations were content 
to ſupply themſelves with what they wanted, 
in this Republick, without going for them 
to the Places where they had been made: Now 
there is not a Nation, but what, more or leſs, 
apply themſelves to Trade, and uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to draw it into, and promote it in 
their native Soil; nor is there one, but has in a 
greater or a leſs Degree herein ſucceeded, to 
the manifeſt Diſadvantage of this Republick. 

This, therefore, obliges us to alter our Mea- 
ſures, conformably to the State and Circum- 
ſtances, in which we find ourſelves ; for no- 
thing requires a more cloſe Attention than 
Trade, it being ſubject to continual Fluxes and 
Variations; and in conſequence hereof, to fre- 
quent, if not daily, Alterations and Amend- 
ments, 1 

Let us but attentively reflect on the Hiſtory 
of the Trade in England and France, ſince the 
Eſtabliſhment of this Republick ; what Mea- 
ſures, both theſe Nations have concerted to 
make Trace flouriſh amongſt them; what 
Progreſs tazey have made therein; and of what 
Prejudice, the fame have been to our Com- 
merce, more eſpecially in England, which has 
given us the deepeſt and molt fatal Wound ; 
we ſhall then be obliged to confeſs, that were 
we only to fit ſtill, and neglect the making 
ſome Regulations for the Benefit of our Trade, 
we ſhould be in great Danger of periſhing. 


N | To 
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To which we ſhall add, the Meaſures lately 
taken in the Netherlands, to draw the Trade 
thither ; and the almoſt incredible Expences 

they are at, only with a View to make Com. 
merce flouriſh amongſt them; and conſiderin 

the Number of Ships which daily arrive at, and 


go out from Offend, to and from all Parts of 


Europe, it will be aſtoniſhing to obſerve the 


ſudden Progreſs Trade has made there ſince the 


Peace. | | | 
Theſe are Novelties, which tend to the ma- 
nifeſt Detriment of the Republick, and there- 


fore require new Regulations. Whoever re- 


flects on theſe. Conſequences, muſt be obliged 


to confeſs, that there ought to be no Hindrance 
or Obſtacle in the Way, but what ſhould be 


endeavoured, to be removed and overcome, with 


an united Strength and Vigour. 
The fame Remarks hold good of Dunkirk, 


 Hamburgh, Bremen, Lubeck, Altona, all Den- 


mark, and ſeveral other Cities, as well as 
Countries, contiguous to the Eaſtern Sea, which 


all apply themſelves with great Succeſs to 


Trade, and omit nothing to allure it to them, 
by granting, to that End, all poſſible Advan- 
tages thereto; that a foreign Merchant may 


find a greater Profit, by fetching the Commo- 


dities he wants from thence, than from Holland, 
where there are generally ſuch heavy Dutics 

payable thereon. 
Particularly remarkable has been the Pro- 
greſs of the Trade of the City of Hamburgh ; 
„„ nor 


—_ 


* 
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nor leſs obſervable," that of the Kingdom of | 
Denmark, for ſome Years paſt: 

It is computed, that the Ships which failed 
for Cadiz in the laſt Year 1750,, where Thirty- 
fix and upwafds ; and that whereas in former 
Times, very few: Ships came to Copenhagen, no 
leſs than Six Hundred tradi Veſſels arrived 
there, in the Courſe of that Year ; which, in 
its Conſequences, needs mult be extremely 
dangerous to us, and exceedingly alarm us: 
For ſhould the Danes go on in ſuch a Manner, 
they will make themſelves entire Maſters of 
the Eaſt Sea Trade. 

Theſe again. are Novelties that challenge our 
moſt ſerious Attention, and ought to render us 
regardleſs of encountering thoſe leſſer Difficul- 
ties, which will be the eig of Miſchief in- 
bnitely greater to.us, if they ſhould prevent the 
propoſed Redtſs from taking place. 

When Trade has once abſolutely altered its 
Courſe, it would be fruitleſs Labour to endea- 
vour the bringing it to flow in the ſame Cur- 
rent back again upon us: The Fate of the 
Hanſe Towns, and other trading Nations, may 
convince us of the Impotlibility to recover 
Trade, being eſtabliſhed in ſome other Place. 

The diſmal Conſequences which would at- 
tend a further Decline of Trade, are the more 


to be apprehended in a Country, conſtituted like 


vurs; where the Decay of it, muſt needs occa- 
fon. a ſudden and Eons Wreck of the 
whole Structure tumbling into Ruins: For, if 
we conſider, that the major Part, and principal 

4 Inhabitants 


* 
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Inhabitants of this Republick, conſiſt of Mer- 
chants, Artizans, Mechanicks, Fiſhermen, Own- 
ers of Shipping, and of ſuch whoſe whole De- 

ndance doth ariſe from thence it inevitably 
follows, that when the general Ruin of a 


Country happens, theſe Men can eaſily remove 


their Goods, Ships, Arts, and Handicrafts, to 
other Places, and there . occupy the ſame Pro- 
feſſions. The principal, at leaſt, if not the 
only Knot, that binds and faſtens theſe Inhabi. 
tants to this Country and Republick, is In- 


tereſt, and the Means to get a good Subſiſtance, 


and an affluent Fortune, which here they bare 
in more abundance, than any where beſides: 
Theſe Ties once lookned or diſſolved, there 
will no Remedy be left, for the retaining them 
in this Republick, but they will be forced to 
quit it, and to ſettle themiclves' in other Coun- 
trics ; where, over and above, they would not 
fail of meeting with all ſuitable pL Ro OG 
from neighbouring Princes. 

But in this Reſpect, it is quite otherwiſe 
circumſtanced in thoſe Countries, where the 
chief Riches of the Inhabitants conſiſt in land- 
ed and immoveable Eſtates : When any Miſ- 


fortune befalls ſuch a Country, the carrying 


off their Effects is a Thing per acticable; and 
therefore they are not ſo eaſily reduced to the 
Extremity of leaving the Country, eſpecially, 
as they would find no W ay to ſubſiſt, on their 
arrival in ſtrange Places. The Heart of a true 


Dutckmnon mult be picrced with Horrour, Per- 
plexity, and Anguiſb, and he muſt mudder at 
| the 
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the Proſpect, when. he ſeriouſly conſiders and 
reflects on thoſe impending Dangers that 
threaten the Republick ; if no conſiderable and 
effectual Relief be given (and that too, with 
the utmoſt Expedition and Diſpateh) to our 
Trade, which is the main Support of the 
greateſt Part of our Inhabitants : For when ws 
Evil once is epidemical, and ſo far f 

that the Merchants gradually retire into x90 
Countries, the putting then a Stop to it will be 
entirely ineffectual. In ſhort, Trade is to the 
Republick, what the firſt Link is to a Chain; 
which breaking, the whole Chain, with all 
its Appendages, muſt fall to the Ground at 
once. 

Nothing remains then to be done, for the 
preſerving this Republick, but to make Uſe of 
ſome new Means that ſhall be clear, explicit, 
{peedy, and effectual, for the redreſſing of 
Trade ; and a limited Free Port alone is ſuch 
a Remedy. 


We are now drove to the laſt Extremity, 


and the Waters riſen to ſuch a Heighth, as to 
touch our very Lips : And whatever Obſtacles 
and Difficulties may poſſibly occur, in the Plan 
propoſed, ſurely they would not prove of ſuch 


-a dangerous Conſequence in the Execution, 


as would be equal to the fad Dilemma and 
Diſtreſs, in which the whole Republick muſt 
be plunged, if it continues any longer in a State 
of Inactivity. 


From whence we would conclude, that, 


— * admitting the 9 to be in ne | 


Degree 


= 
| 
| 

| 
| 


— 


Degree perplexed and intricate; yet, as the 
Queſtion, turns not upon this Conceſſion, but ä 
whether they are requiſite for the Redreſs of 
Trade; if they ſhall be found neceſſary to that 
End, then to prefer what is moſt eligible, either I 
by making = of our utmoſt Efforts, to carry K 
a difficult Scheme into Execution; or ts leave 9 
the Situation of our Trade unremedied; to fall 
| withoat Redrels, into a more viſible Decay ; 
the Conſequences whereof, to expatiatè upon 
further, is entirely needleſs. - ** 


Our Intention in this Diſſertation was, only 


* * 


to point out the Means by which our Trade in 
general might be relieved and reſtored to its for- 
mer flouriſhing Condition; without entring, at 
5 preſent; into a Diſcuſſion of every Branch 
thereof, in particular, ſuch as the Comtnerce 
with France, England, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
and the Levant; including, over and above, 
the Trade in the North, Sweden, Muſcovy, N 
Denmark, Norway, the aj Sea, and Germany, Dif 
to the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, and on the Coaſt all. 
of Africa. All theſe different Branches ought der 
to be ſeperately treated of, and inquired into, 
in what Condition they formerly ſtood, how be 
% | fituated now, and what id to be done, to ſup- || PEE 
Port and recover ſuch of them, as are any ways . T 
q already fallen to Decay; and to prevent the | W 
others, which remain in a thriving State, from ene 


ſuffering any Prejudice. 188 Hure 
Our Fabricks likewiſe will require a more by 
en 


narrow Scrutiny and cloſe Inſpections; in order, 
as attentively as poſſible, to trace the Sources 
110m 


711 
from whence, the general Decay, in the e 
Branches thereof, ariſes. 
The ſureſt Way to come at the — 5 propet 


Means of Redreſs, for amending, increaſing, | 


recovering, and extending the former flouriſhs 


ing State of our Manufactures, will bes to en» 


quire 8 into them, with a minute Nic 
and Exactneſs, and to examine thoſe who are 
therein employed; in order to put our Mer- 
chants into a Condition to make their _ 
pearance again, at all the Marts of Europe, and 


tion. 


+ 4 % «4 


and thoſe concerned in Shipping, Aer — en- 


tering here · into the Particulars, 8 the ſame 
ſhould be effected. 


All theſe Matters will make the Subject of 
2 ſeparate Eſſay, abſtracted from the preſent 


Diflertation, which only confiders 'Trade, with 


all its different Branches, ſummarily, and un- 


der one general Head. When once this Plan 
ſhall be approved, the further Diſpoſitions may 
be attempted in their Courſe, and will then 
meet with no Obſtruction, 


Then too will be the Time for a conſidering 


in what Manner to increaſe and to extend our 
general Commerce throughout all the Parts of 


Europe, by an Appl: cation to foreign Courts 
out -of the Repubiick, and to chuſe thoſe 


Remedies, that are moſt likely to ſucceed. 


We 


to "IR er e with every ohen Na- 


V 
þ We have omitted likewiſe, to enlarge on 
* ſome Grievances which were mentioned in the 
| - Beginning of this Diſſertation, as the Cauſe of 
[4 our declining Trade ; not that -we. eſteem 
them of ſmall Importance, but as they are no L. 
proper Subjects of Deliberation, until the moſt. 
erg Parts of this Plan ſhall have been ap- 
| roved. 
3 : We have alſo declined the mentioning a bet- 
1 ter Protection of our Trade, ſince ſuch Pro- 
| tection cannot be expected, till the Affairs of 
! the Admiralty are put on a better Footing ; and 
? this it would be Fulle to attempt, till pro- 
per Regulations ſhall be made, tending to re- 
dreſs its preſent Situation. Y 
In ſhort, theſe Propoſals are only to be 
looked upon as the firſt and moſt perplexing 
Step, in order to advance ſome further Steps 
hereafter, and at laſt attain to the main Point 
in View, of rendering this Country again rich, 
happy, flouriſhing, and powerful, as heretofore 
it has been ſeen. 
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Letter A. 
fuch Goods as are re ee 


LIST off 


to be entred Free of Duties. 


Farthen Pots and mel- 
ting Pots. 

Clay for Pipes, Pots, 
and Fuller's Earth. 
Red Lead for writing. 

Allum. 
Amber. 


Aſhes, Pot-aſhes, and 


Weed-aſhes. 
Bay- berries. 
Vanilles. | 
BeaverWool and Skins. 
Smalts, 
Tin Plates. 
Borax unrefined. 
Briſtles, Hogs ditto. 
Cocoa. 
Cards for Spinning and 
their Appurtenances, 
Ditto of Iron Wire. 
Calamus. 


Capers. 

Cotton Wool unf pun. 
Caviare. \ 
Cocheneal, 


Coffee Berries. 


Corall, Red and Glaſs 
Corall. 

Copperas. 

Liquorice. 

Tarras unground. 

Gauls, 

Linen Yarn to weave 
or twiſt. 

Cotton Yarn not dyed, 

Turkey Yarn ditto. 

Hair or Wool of Kids, 


Goats and Camels. 


Broken orgroundGlaſs 

Gum Arabick. 

Ditto Seneca. 

Gold and Silver Mate- 
rials for Coining, and 
broken Gold or Sil- 
ver Ware. 

Litherge. 

Human Hair. 

All forts of Hair, inclu- 
ding the Maines and 
Tails of Horſes. 


K Herrings 


197% 


| Herrings of all Deno- 


minations caught by 
our Countrymen. 


Rozen. 
Hemp of all Erts. | 


Hops. 
| Cargoes of Wood 
from Abroad. 


NBT Floats of Wood 


| coming down 
the Rivers. 


NB This Article ought 


to be fully ex- 
plained by Per- 
ſons experienced 
in this Trade. 
All ſorts of Dying 


Mood of what Deno- 


mination ſoever, not 
ground. 
Walnut-tree and all o- 
ther Wood for curious 
Workmanſhip. 


| Indico of all ſorts. 


Tron Salt Pans and caſt 

Pots. 

Caſt Plates, Furnaces 
and Iron Weights. 

Tron in Bars, ſmall or 
large. 

Rujjia Iron. 

Iron and Steel Wire. 


Old Pieces of ham. 
mered or caſt Iron. 
Steel. 


Copper, wrought or 


unwrought, and Cop- 
per Money. 

Copper Baſons and 

Kettles as they come 


from the Mills. | 
Mixt Metal, breken 

Copper Pots, and 
Remnants of Copper, 
Copper Wire. 
Lattin. 


Smyrna Coperas. 
Salted Hides. , 


Dryed Hydes. 


Undreſſed Buffalos, 
Elks, Deers, Goats, 
and Kid Skins, 

Cordivants, Ru//ſia, and 
Spaniſh Leather. 

Sheep Skins in or out 
of the Wool, undref 
ſed. 

Lamband Calves Skins 
in the Wool or Han 
undreſſed. 

All ſorts of Furrs in 

the Hair or Wool. 


Paper Rags. 


Linen of all ſorts. 
Damaſk 


Damaſk Table Linen, 
Napkins, Sc. White Aſhes uſed in 
White Callicoes of all Glats and Soap. ; 
ſorts. Verdigreaſe. 

Muſlins, Cc. Spices of all ſorts* im- 
Laces of Thread, woye ported bythe Baft-In- 
or wor Kd. ia Company's Ships. 

Red Lead Earth. Fire Stones. 
Elephants Teeth. Succades orSweetmeats 
Oil of Olives. Sugar of all ſorts, ex- 
Olives. cept Loaf Sugar and 
Orchall. Sugar-candy. 
Roucou. Shumack. 
Pitch. Brimſtone unrefined. 
Pens and Quills. Tarr. 
uick-S1lver. Turpentine. 
* 5 Tin not manufactured. 
Safflower. r 
Saffron. Stock-Fiſh. 
Salt Petre. Iſonglaſs. 
All ſorts of raw and Raw Flax. 
unwrought Silks. Wax. 
Florettes. Argol. 
The Waſte and Neſts Wool of all forts and 
of Silk. Denominations. 
Sweet Wood. Weld or Woad. 


Fa 


Bay and other Salt. 
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Letter B. 


L IST of Duties propoſed to be paid 
on the following Goods, at Impor- 


zation. 


Arthen Ware of all "I EX= 
cept melting and ather Pots, 
for every hundred Guilders 
Value = — — — — 

Starch, per hundred Pounds — 


-Amunitien of War, Swords, Ce. 


mounted, per hundred Guilders 
Vane— — 
not mounted — — 


Muſkets mounted, per Piece 


Piſtols, as above — — — 
not mounted — — 

Gunpowder, per hundred Weight— 

Iron Wullers Bombs, Granades, per 


— 
not mounted — — — 


hundred Weight — — ' 


Leaden Bullets — — — = 
Iron Guns and Mortars. — — 
Mettal ditto — — — — — 


Matches — — — — — 
Old Iron Shot, per thouſand Weight 
Onion and all other Garden Sceds, 


ben hundred Weight — — 
Canary Sceds — — — — 


Guil. 
8 

4 © 

3 
2 0 0 
e 
6 
0:3: 
9 
4 © 0 
0” -- 8.0 
0 20 
0” 4 
2 10 
92 3 
9 
1 10 59 
oO 12 

Foreign 


— — I 


tT 


id 


Göre 


133 
2 0 
3 0 
oO o 
3 0 
3 2 
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Foreign. Anchovies, per Barrel of Gul. 


fix Hundred. —— — = 
Almonds long, one Guilder, ſhort 


twelve Stivers, in Shells ten 


Stivers, and Pricks five Stivers — | 


Apples, Pears, Turnips, &c. fer 


hundred Guilders Value — — 


Annifeed — — — — — 
Oranges, Lemons, &c. Nuts, Wal- 
nuts, Hazle-nuts, Cheſnuts, per 


hundred Guilders Value — — 
Syder, per Hogſhead — — — 


Ditto, from France, per Caſk — 
Vinegar, Wine Vinegar, per Caſk of 
four Hogſheads — — — 
Beer, Vinegar, the great Tun of four 
Anchors — — — — — 
Whalebone of foreign catching, per 
hundred Guilders Value — 
Cut Whalebone — — — 


Sheep, Tr, — — — — 
Hogs, in the Month ſpecified 
Foreign Bcer, per Barrel — 
Spruce Bcer ditto — — — — 
Engliſh Red Herrings, per Laſt of 
twelve Thouſand . — — — 
Exgliſb Sprats, per Laſt of twenty 
Bundles in Straw — — — 
Maaſerland and other dryed Her- 
rings, per Laſt of twelve Thou- 


ü. 


Borax refined, per hundred Weight 


Oxen, Cows, Fc. per Head * 


0 8 0 
8 © o 
3.40. 
13 
12320 
2 8 0 
7.4 © 
3 090 
686 
20 0 0 
o 11 
o 10 © 
10.0 
13 
7 
2 0 © 
» 10-0 


7; = I 
French Butter, per hundred Pounds Gui. 
ſuttle Weight — — — — 0.10. 0 
All other foreign Butter, for three 
hundred Pounds ſuttle Wei ght— 6.0 
Cables and otherRopes oily en 
the hundred Pounds — — 
Cable Yarn, ditto — — — | 
Canvas or Sail-cloth, for every 970 4 BB 
Ells — — — — — 
lf Cummin Seed, per hundred Weight 
[| Carpets or Horſe-cloths, fer Piece 
i Crrrants, per hundred Weight — 
i | Dimities, per hundred Guilders Value 
3 


L 


GW un 
O © 
O © 


Small Raiſins, per hundred Weight 
Pomice Stone ground, per Ton — 
| Virmillion, per hundred Weipht = 
lf! Yarn dyed of all forts,” ſewing 
I Thread, per one hundred Guilders 
1 Value — — — — — 210 0 
White ſewing Thread, per hundred 
Weight — — — — — 8 
Woollen and Worſted Yarn, raw | 
and not dyed, per hundred 


00000000 


800 OO 0 


| Weight — — — — — 1 © 0 Se 
 Dittodyed — i — — — 6 o 0 
2 Turkey Yarn dyed, pr hundred Li 
* 25 Weight — 2 e, as... KW. * 
0 Packthread, , per kat Weight— 8 Pe: 
Glaſs, Window Glaſs from France, be Pe: 

and elſewhere, per Baſket — . 0 10 © Gu 

Ditto from the Eaſi-Country, Aer | Per 

Chet ͤ . Oy. 3 F 

| Ginger || Har 


— 
- 


£3. 


— 


E NE WI 


ger 


Corn, Wheat, per Laſt 


— 


bisl 


| Ginger, 5 ter andre Weight 2 J 


All cut Window-glafs, Dri 

claſſes ofone hundred OuildorsV ide 

All Looking-glaſs, made up Look- 
ing-glafles, of one hundred Guil- 


ders Vale = = 
Wrought Gold and Silver Plate not 


broke, of a hundred GuildersValue 
Gold and Silver Thread, true or 


counterfeit, ditto — — — 
Gold and Silver Lace, whole or 


open c. ditto '— — : 
Leaf Gold and Silver in little Books, 


of one hundred Guilders Value 
Gold and Silver Leather, you hun- 
dred Leaves — — 


 Barly — — 
Malt — — 
Oate— — — — — 
Buck-Wheat — — 

Seal and other F i-fkins per hun- 
ded — — — — — 
Linſeed, Hemp-ſeed, Turnip-ſecd, 
and Cabbage Seed, per Laſt — 
Peaſe, Beans, and Vetches — — 
Pearl Barley, per hundred Weight 
Guiney Gram, per hundred Weight 


Me 


— 
2 — —— — — 
— 
— 


8 — 4 or Curls, of the Value of a 
hundred Guilders—— — 


Hare or et e fer hundred 


Weight ons” any" - 


TREE AS 


1 .J. 


Hams ſmoaked, from France, per Gul. 


hundred Weight — — — 


Pound — — — — — 


Marble Blocks and Floor Stones, of 


a hundred Guilders Value — 


Hemp dreſſed, per Ship Pound — 
Cakes of beaten Emp- d, er 


ꝶ6„̊ñ) „ ͤ „„ 


Thouſand 
Hats, of the Value of a hundred 
 Guilders —r: K 
Straw Hats ditto = — — — 


Hay, of the Value of a hundred 


Guilder, — — — — 


Wood, Sawwed- wood, without inclu- 


ding Deals, Balks, and Oars, of 


a hundred Guillers— — 


Fire Wood, Wichers, Hoops, Twigs 
and Okiers, of a handred: Guil- 


ders Value WT 


Fire Wood, coming by the Rivers 


or by. Land, of a — Guilders 


Ditto, by Sca, of a hundred Guilders 


All dreſſed Hides of all Denomi- 
nations, of a hundred Guilders 


Iron Anchors, per thouſand Pounds 


1 


5 Ditto from all other Places, per Ship 


4 


Ditto Nails and Spikes, per thou- 


ſand Pounds — — — — 


Ditto, Pans, Spoons, Pots, &c. per 


Hundred Pounds — — — 


Knives, Sciſſors, Needles, and Files, 


of the Value of a hundred Guilders 


W N > ww 


12 

10 0 

-&:L0 

©. 0 

12 0 

0. 
Ct -- 

0 

4 

O 

0 

oO o 

10 0 

10 0 

4 0 

0 Oo 
All 


ThE 
All 


T6]. 


All other PE Iron and Steel Gail. 
Works of the Value of one 


6 


hundred Guilders—— — 
Candles of Tallow and Greaſe, per 
hundred Pounds 
Ditto of Wax 
Cheeſe of French making, per hun- 
dred Pounds - — — — — 


— — — 


— — — — 


Ditto, foreign of all ſorts, per hun- 


dred Pound — — — 


Chalk, per Hood of ten Barrels — 


Combs of Ivory, Box-wood, &c. of 
the Value -of one hundred Guil- 
xp Ä i LS rs 

Cakes of Turnip, Hemp and Lin- 
ſeed, per thouſand Pieces 

Coals; Wood or Charcoal, * Ton 

Smiths Coals, per Hood 


% 


—— — 


Ditto Scotch Luyks and Rove, per 


hundred Weight 


Copper Plates, round or ſquare, per 
undred Pounds 


—c — — 


Copper Sconces, Candleſticks, and 


all unmade Copper Work, per 
hundred Pounds 


% 


I 
5 


Stockings of Wool, Yarn, Silk, 


Gloves and Caps, per hundred 


Guilders = — — — — 
Orchel, fer hundred Pounds 


Tiftanys, Crapes and Gauſes, per 
hundred Guilders 


L 


2 
O 


3 


Ribbons 


oO 0 85 


without Diſtinction, 


wy 
Ribbons of Silk, Worſted, Wool, 


Yarn, -or Cotton, mix'd with 
Gold or not, per hundred Guil- 


Lead Bullets, and Shot included, 


per hundred Pounds Weight — 


White Lead, Glue, per hundred 
Pounds Weight 


All forts of ade Linen, per 


hundred Guilders Value — — 
Printed or painted Callicoes, per 

hundred Guilders Value — 
All ſtrip'd, ſpotted, flower'd or in 

any manner colour'd Callicoes, 


Nillaes | 


included, ditto — e eee 


Foreign Bed Ticks, per hundred 


Guilders Value 
Pruants, per hundred Pounds Weight 


Carpets, work d or painted — — 


Figs, per hundred Pounds Weight 


Tripes, or Fuſtians, per Piece of 
forty Ells 


Gauze for Flags — — — — 


All forts of Silk Stufis, with Gold 


or without 


All Wee MinmfuRures, Cloth, 
Sc. mix'd, white or undy'd — 


Madder, foe and cr __ hun- 
dred Pounds Weist 


Ordinary, or 23 bg 


Mull 


S ww © dd 


0 
-& 6 
IO 0 
0 


SO 
© 


0 
Mead 


1 7 


1 
Mead, per Caſk or Aum of four Gul. 
Anchors — — — — — 1 © o 
Oil of round or flat Seeds, per Aum 9 o © 
Paper of all forts, except blue, per | = 
undred Reams, each Ream. il 


— — = 
-— — — — 
* — 


Hood of ten Tons, unground — 5 0 © 
Ground — — — — 7 0 o 

> OW Green or common Soap, per Barrel 30 © 

> OW Spaniſh, French and Italian Soap, | 

per hundred Pounds Weight, al- 


** worth above two Gullders — 10 0 0 
Under the Value of two Guil- j 
. ders per Ream— — — 3 0 © 8 
Blue ditto, per hundred Reams, | 
> © ſmall e wi oc 15 0 o 1 
Ditto, large fize = — — — 20 0 0 | 
China Ware from the 2 I © © 1 
\ Foreign Pepper, per hundred Pounds 4 
Weight — — — — — 2 10 0 i 
Rice, per hundred Pounds Weight o 6 ©o- f 
Pickled Salmon, per great Tun of 1 
four Anchors — — — — o 10 © 
o Smoak'd and dry'd Salmon, per hun- | 
2 © dred Guilders Value—= — — 2 © o | 
> OW Bark and Ouſe for Tanners, per | 
0 þ 
| 
; 


— - 


> OF lowing for Tare fourteen per Cent. o 10 © 
Silk for marking, ſewing and ſtitch- 

) 0 ing, per Pound— — — — o 2 0 

| Luneburgs, and all forts of boil'd 

) © and refin'd white Salt, per hun- 

) © dred — — — — — 150 0 © 


> OF All burnt Bricks and Stones, per 
lead hundred Guilders Value — — 8 0 0 
| White 


| Fl. 
White Loaf Sugar. white and brown Gui 
Sugar Candy, per hundred Pounds 7 
Weight — ' — —_ 47+ \@- 
Syrup, per Pot of-fifty Pounds — © 12 0 
Malaſſes, or Syrup of Sugar, coming 
from France, per hundred Pounds | 
Weight =. — — — — 1 © © 
Refin d Brimſtone, per hundred 
Pounds Weight — .— — 110 © 
 Parinas Tobacco, | pun, per hun- 
| | dred Pounds Weight — — 2 o © 
 — Brazilditto — — — — o 10 0 
Z 
All other ſpun Tobacco, per hun- 
dite und + = . 4 6 0 
I Tobacco in the Leaf by Sea, W 
if hundred Pounds — — — o 
Ditto, along the Rives — — 1 
1 Snuff, per hundred Pounds Weight 1 
{ _ Tea, per hundred Pounds Weight 1 
| "Manufactured Tin, fer undead: 15 
Pounds Weight — —,.— 5 0 © 
Cables, Ropes, and all ready-made | A 
Cordage, fer. hundred Pounds 
Weight — — — — — $5 0 0 
Yarn for Cables and other Cordage 3 
Train Oil imported in foreign Ships, 
and of foreign fiſhing, per Car- | 
ratee} of two ſmall Barrels — 1 10 0 
All foreign freſh Sea Fiſh, per hun- 
dred Guilders Value — — 3 o 0 
Lobſters, per hundred Pieces — o 9g 0 
> Foreign 


0000S 
0000. 


wy -- "8 
Foreign Salt-Fiſh of all Denomi- Gul. 8 
nations, , Herring s; Cod, Ling, Cc. 


© © --> 


er Laſt of twelve Barrels — 18 0 0 
All dry d Fiſh, per hundred Guil- Fer, 
ders Value — — 4 0 6 
Dreſs'd Flax, per hundred Pounds 
O Weight — — — — — 40 ©Q , | 
Wine, Rheniſh, per Vooder of eight © ©» | 
«a A Y „ 
French, ßer Tun of four N 
0 Hogſheads — — — 3 0 0 
0 | Spaniſh, Canary, Muſcadello, | 
Go, —- — — — 6 0 o 


06 Portugal Wine, per Tat of twenty- 

four Anchors — — — — 3 o o f 

0 Brandy, and Spirits diſtill'd of N | 
0 Brandy, per Hogſhead of thirty bR— 

0 Quarters, or fix Anchors — 1 10. © i 
0 Brandy and Spirits diſtill'd of Malt _ 
or other Grain, per Hogſhead of 

0 thirty Quarters — — — 30 0 0 | | 

All fine diſtill'd Waters, fer hun- i 

dred Guilders Value — — 6 0 0 " 


” — * 
22 * 2 - 
* 9 pd 2 
- * -” _ — — 
. a 2 ts * 9 * A e aha ä 
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Letter C. 


L IST of Good. propoſed to be prohibited 
from being imported and exported. 


Not to be imported into 


this Country. 


Lean or fatted Hogs ex- 


cept in the Months of 
_ April, May, June, July, 
and Auguſt, only. 


Flour of Wheat or Rye. 


Oatmeal and other Grain 
ground. 

Biſkets of all 1 hard 

baked Bread. | 

Ground, broken or raſped. 


Dying Wood of all De- 


nominations. 


Plates for Copper Money. 
NB. All dyed Manufac- 
tures whatſoever, ex- 


cept ſuch as are only 


to paſs through or 
have a Drawback. 

Duſt of Spices. 

NB. Meat killed Abroad, 
and all ſorts of Sauſa- 
ges, unleſs it be to paſs 
through or to have 
the Drawback, not 


including Bacon and 


ſmoak' d Hams. 


Woollen Blankets and 
Coverlids. 


Not to be exported from 
this Country. 
All ſorts of Amunition 


for War, not to be ex- 


ported without Licence. 
Herring Barrels, or Staves 
repared for making 
Barrels and half Barrels 
for Herrings. 

Hoops, or Wood partly 
or wholly appropriated 
to making Tho 

Rags for — wg of Pa- 
per. 

Nets and other F iſhing 
Tackle, as well old as 
new. | 

Duſt of Spices, 

Turf without Leaves. 

Tools and Tackle for 
the Whale Fiſhery. 

The Keam or Mother of 
Mead. 

Pickles, 


DRAFT 
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DRAFT of an Dr concerning 


| the Goods that are to Pave a Free 
1 | 


7 
or only all the Goods coming Ben or 


Flanders, ſhall enjoy the Benefit of this Free 
Paſſage ; but alſo the Goods coming from all 
other Countries, out of the Juriſdiction of this 
State, and going through this Country to other 
Countries and Places, likewiſe out of our Do- 
minions, without Diſtinction, whether the ſame 
come in by Sea or by Land, or along the Rivers; 

or whether the ſame go out again by Sea or b 

Land, or along the Rivers, excepting only luck 
Goods as are, or may hereafter be 


Company, and their taking Cognizance of the 
Goods and Merchandizes, which are the Produce 
of, and going to, or coming from the Countries 
and Places, lying within the Limits of their 
Charter ; which muſt be _ exempted, as well 
from the Benefit of the Free Port, as from 
the Advantage of this Free Paſſage. 


No 


going to the Auſtrian, Brabant, and 


prohibited 
from being exported : And in all Cafes, with- - 
out Prejudice to the Rights of the Weſt-India- 


OY — 8 
1 — * — 
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| Hiro. 


nalty of fifty Guilders for each Pack, Bale, Caſk, 
| Cheſt, Box, or Hamper, &c. which he ſhall 


1 v6 * 


II. 7 = KF 
No Duties ſhall be levyed on the Imports. 
tion and Exportation of the Goods fo Paſſing 


| III. 8 | To 0 

All Goods imparted by Sea, that are intended I ® 
for paſſing through, ſhall be declared, as ſuch, 1 
by the Merchant, at the firſt vie, where they n 


| Ball be unloaded. 3 m 


r 
10 the ſame Note muſt be ſet down the "oe 


from whence the ſaid Goods come, as alſo the M 


Marks and Numbers with which each Piece, 


Pack, Bale, Caſk, Cheſt, . and W are — 
marked. | 4 NV. 
c 

That the Importer ſhall be fined in the Pe- | 


not declare the Marks or Numbers of, or which 
he ſhall declare falſly; for which Penalty, 
the Goods themſelves ſhall be liable to a 


Seizure. 


238 5 paß 

The Officers of the Country ſhall not give any ¶ Per; 

Permit for Goods to paſs through, other * man 
ſuc 


0 


9 J 
fock as are ones for that Purpoſe, by the 
Merchant 1 in n his Note. 


ng | 1 
The Officers —_ pu urſuant to the Note, 

i on Entry, mention in the Permit to be cat 

ed | out, the Places from whence the Goods come, 


+ as alſo the ſaid Marks and Numbers, under the 
b Penalty of fifty n for each Permit not 0 
o made out. 


VII. 


b the ſending away of theſe Goods, the 

ae Merchant ſhall, by a Note under his own Hand- 
| writing, take out a Paſſport outwards, for the 
ce, WU Goods ſo to paſs through; and ſet down the 
> UE ¶ Place, for which they are deſigned, on the faid 
Note, and by what Ships, Waggons, or Carts, - 
they are to be carried, with the Names of the 
ora Waggoners, and Carmen. \ 


* 


— — — 
6 K „% „„ „%%% ow ISIS 


IX. 


| 

Ali theſe Particulars muſt accordingly be ex- 4 | 
preſſed, by the Officers of the Country, in the 3 
aid Paſſport outwards. | | 


1 Pr 


X. ö 
No Goods ſhall enjoy the Benefit of this Free 4 
Paſlage, other than ſuch Goods, for which the 
e any ¶ Permits and Paſſports ſhall be taken out in 
than manner afore-mentioned. 


ſuch M bh 4 


* 
- - 
« 
p | 
2 * 
. * + 
> 
* . . 
of 
4 
* 
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XI. 
All Goods that ſhall be declared for paſſing 
through as aforeſaid, muſt be opened, in the 


firſt. Office, under the Inſpection, or in the 
Warehouſes of the Admiralty : And the Mer- 


_ Chant ſhall be at Liberty to take away ſuch Part 
of them, as he ſhall think proper, on _ pay- 
| ing the Duties for the ſame. 


XII. 
On Cnding away the Goods declared for paſ- 


ſing through, a Mark ſhall be ſet on the ſame, 


by hi Officers of the Admiralty, to diftinguith 
them from other Goods: that are not to 

through : After which, the Officer, on loa — 
thoſe Goods, ſhall cauſe the Captain to ſign a 


. Receipt, purſuant to the Form hereunto an- 


nexed ; which Receipt ſhall be ſent by the 
Admiralty to the Officer of the furtheſt Station, 
who ſhall there viſit theſe Goods again, and ex- 
change this Receipt with the Captain, for the 
Free Paſſport outwards, having firſt mentioned 
thereon, his having ſearched the ſaid Goods as 
aforeſaid. 


N. N. Maſter of the Ship EET 


head to |... |. ond 6 do ac- 


3 to have received on board my 


Sly, 1 N. N. the alen Goods 


5 : . which I e ae 


and 


owed. — 1 ee, 


a 5 -Þ, 


| _ 7 
and promiſe 1 me a ſafe Voy- 
age) to _— -  - - without 
unloading ſame, or any Part thereof, 
out of my Ship, in this N 
the Penalty of the full Value of the ſaid 
Goods, which ſhall be found to be un- 
loaded out of my Ship in this Country: 
And moreover, I oblige myſelf to exchange 
this with the Officer at the furtheſt Station, 
for the Free Paſſport of the like Tenor; 
which, on ſigning hereof, ſhall be delivered 
me, by the Officer of the Admiralty : To 
the Peformance whereof, I bind myſelf, | 
and my Eſtate, and ef recall my faid 
Ship, Sec. 25 


XIII. 


The Goods declared for a Free Paſſage ſhall, 
before they are unloaded, be ſearched by the 
Officers; and muſt, in their Preſence, and un- 
der their Directions, be re- ſhipp'd, or lodged in 
their Warehouſes. 


XIV. 
The Goods which ſhall be landed, before 
they are ſearched, ſhall be confiſcated. 


The Goods declared, as deſigned to paſs 


through, ſhall enjoy this Privilege for the 
Space of four Months, and no longer ; but in 


caſe the Merchant ſhall deſire a Prolongation 
M 2 of | 


i under 7 
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af this Time, he muſt apply to the College of 
a5 — in whoſe Diſtrict 1 Ole ſhall | 


be. 
| XVI. 


In caſe any Prolongation be allowed, the 
fame ſhall be endorſed on the Back of the Paſſ- 
port, and no Fees or Duties ſhall be paid for 


XVII 


If the Merchant ſhall be deſirous to make 
any Alteration in the Place, for which the 


the ſame. 


Goods are deſigned ; or in the furtheſt Station, | 


through which the fame are to be exported; 
or in the Ship, Waggons or Carts, whereby the 
Exportation ſhall be made, he ſhall be obliged 


to give Notice thereof at the Office, where the 


Licence and Paſſport had beer? made out, 


where the ſame ſhall be ſpecified by the Offi- 


cers of the Country. 


XVIII. 


In caſe the Goods on Exportation ſhall be 
obliged, before they paſs the furtheſt Station, 
to be ſhipped or loaded on another Ship, 
Waggon, or Cart, from thoſe, by which they 
were carried from the Place where they were 
firſt landed; ſuch re-ſhipping or reloading muſt 
be done in the Preſence of the Officers, and 
the ſame, together with the Name of the 
Captain, Waggoner, or Carman of the Cart 
Waggon, or Ship, on which the ſame ſhall be 


loaded, to be endorſed on the Paſſport of Free 
Paſſage, 


. . ⅛ ,die EO eo ⁵Ü—dſg IPC EIN 


— © 
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Paſlage, by the Officer of the Country, at he 
Office of the Place where they ſhall be re- 
ſhipped or re- loaded. 


. by. 
And for want of the Endorſements, men- 


_ tioned in the two foregoing Articles, the Goods 
ſhall be ſtopt at the furtheſt Station, and ac- 


cordingly confiſcated. 


XX. 
The Goods declared for paſſing through, to 


be viſited and ſearched by the Officers of the 
Country, by the Permit and Free Paſſport, not 


only at the Place where they are firſt 1 


but alſo at the ſeveral Stations they ſhall 


on their Way to the furtheſt Station, w ere 


they ſhall go out: The ſearching to be en- 
dorſed on the Free Paſſport, for which the 
Officers of the Country, at the intermediate 
Stations, between the firſt Landing-Place; and 
the furtheſt Station, ſhall have only two Stivers 
for each Paſſport; and the Goods that ſhall be 
found to have paſſed any of the Stations, with- 
out being ſo ſearched, ſhall be ſtopt at the 
furtheſt Station, and be confiſcated. 


XXI. 


Goods declared for paſſing free at the firſt 
Office, that ſhall, on the Road, or at the fur- 
theſt Station, be found to be one Sort inſtead of 
another ; or falſly declared as to the Quantity, 


Len gth 
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Length, Meaſure, Weight, or otherwiſe; not 
only the Goods, ſo fraudently or falſly declared, 


ſhall be forfeited, but alſo every Thing that 


ſhall be in the ſame Pack, Bale, Cheſt, Box, 
Sack, Caſk, Veſſel, Hamper, or other Package: 
Provided that the Quality and Quantity of the 


concealed or falſly declared Goods amount, at 
leaſt, to the full Tenth Part of the Whole and 


that the Goods ſo concealed, or falſly declared, 
do conſiſt in ſuch as are prohibited, or liable to 
pay Duties. 8 | 


XXII. 


Goods declared for paſſing throu gh, that ſhall 


be found to be altered, between the Place 
where they were firſt landed, and the furtheſt 


Station, ſhall be confiſcated : However, when 


this ſhall happen without the Knowledge of the 
Merchant, the Action of the Officers of the 


Country, to be confined to, and only affect 


thoſe who ſhall have made the Alteration. 


XXIII. 


When the Captain, Waggoner, or Carman 
arrives at the furtheſt Station, he ſhall there 
ſolemnly make Oath before the Officers of the 


Country, that he hath not made any Alteration in 
the Goods mentioned in the Free Paſſport, nor 


opened any of the Caſks, Bales, Cheſts, Boxes, 
Sc. and that the ſame hath not been done by 
any other Perſon, to his Knowledge: And the 


rized 


aid Officers of the Country are hereby autho- 


hs + 
. [owed „ 
rized to adminiſter ſuch, Oath. The Captain. 
Driver, or Carman ſhall, in caſe of Contraven- 
on, beſides the Confiſcation of the Goods 
„ atore- mentioned, be liable to a Forfeiture and 
's Penalty of- - for which the 
Ships, Waggons, Carts and Horſes, ſhall be 
de bound and ſeizable. | 


The Officers, at the furtheſt Station, ſhall, © _ 
on the ſaid Oath being made, and not otherwiſe, . 
J endorſe on the Back of the Free Paſſport ; that 
11 che Goods therein mentioned have paſled ,the 5 
furtheſt Station, and are gone out of the Coun- 
e ty: And that the Captain, Carman, or Driver, 
n hach taken the faid Oath before them; after | 
e ohich they ſhall return the faid Permit and 
ne Free Paſſport to the Captain, Carman, or Dri- 
& oer, having firſt cancelled the ſame. TS. 


pf XXV. | 

The Officers, at the furtheſt Station, ſhall 
keep exact and regular Regiſters of all the Goods 
going out; and, to that End, ſhall regiſter all 
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